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NATION AND WARFARE IN COLOMBIAN HISTORY 

During the last 20 years, Colombians have lived one of the most violent periods 
in their history. It is a fact that the war being waged today is one that involves 
the State, guerrillas and paramilitary groups in a complex dynamic that 
overflows traditional frameworks . Nevertheless, in spite of its complexity, it is 
undeniable that, just as in the past, the present war has been a peasant war 
that has mainly taken place in rural areas, and whose armies are mostly made 
up of peasants. Another characteristic that is central to present-day historical 
reflection is the permanence of war in Colombia-- the similarity of methods, 
actors, and geography despite the passage of time. The absence of a 
prolonged peace has been one of the principal conditions of Colombia 's social 
formation . 

One of the great paradoxes of Colombian history is that its system of 
government has been described as one of the most stable democracies in the 
continent, but, at the same time, it is one of the countries to have suffered the 
most armed conflicts in its republican history. This strange symbiosis of civil life 
and war seems to be one of the substantial components of the country's 
political life. In view of this phenomenon , it is well worth asking : Are the 
nineteenth century wars in Colombia part of a greater Latin American 
foundational experience? What were the economic, political, and cultural 
causes of such wars? What is the relationship between them and the processes 
of construction of the nineteenth century nation-state? Are the twentieth-century 
wars a continuation of the previous ones, or do they represent a new kind of 
war? 

The above are just a few of the questions that we shall try to answer in this 
seminar. In order to work on the problems deriving from them , we shall examine 
some of the foundational concepts, as well as the types of analyses used in the 
study of the wars in Colombia. We shall also read selectively from the historical , 
anthropological, and sociological literature on those wars . The purpose, 
however, is not to cover any problem in depth, but rather to present the wide 
panorama of issues raised by the problem of Colombia's multiple wars, 
especially in the Latin American context. Thus, the students will concentrate on 
doing research in order to write a substantial essay that will be presented in 
one of the final sessions of the semester . 
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CALENDAR 

Week 1: Nation and wars in Latin America and Colombia (Orientation session) 

No assigned readings. If you feel that you do not have an adequate background 
in Colombian history, you may wish to read a general history or work of 
syntesis. David Bushnell 's The Making of Modern Colombia. A Nation in Spite 
of Itself (Berkley, University of California Press , 1993) is among the most 
recommendable . Peter Wade 's Blacknees and Race Mixture: The Dynamic of 
Racial Identity in Colombia (Maryland: Jonh Hopkins University Press, 1993) 
and Music Race and Nation. Musica Tropical en Colombia (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 2000) , may also be useful thhough its contents 
are predominantly focused on the dynamic of race relations in Colombia .. 

Week 2: The wars: Essential concepts 

Readings: 

Sigmund Freud, "Consideraciones de actualidad sabre Ia guerra y Ia muerte." In 
El malestar en Ia cultura (Aiianza Editorial , 1978), 96-123. 
Michel Foucault, "Ciases Del 7 al 21 de enero de 1976." In Defender Ia 
sociedad (Mexico .Fondo de Cultura Econ6mica , 2001) 15-66 
Federico Engels, The Peasant War in Germany (New Cork: lnternacional 
Publishers, 1926) 

Week 3: Founding the nation: The wars of Independence 

Readings 

John Lynch, Caudillos in Spanish America, 1800-1850 (Oxford : Clarendon 
Press , 1992), 35-83 
Climent Thibaud , Republicas en armas. Los ejercitos bolivarianos en Ia guerra 
de lndependencia en Colombia y Venezuela (Pianeta, 2003) , 409-468, 509-520 
Alfonso Munera , El Fracaso de Ia Naci6n. Region, clase y raza en el Caribe 
colombiano, 1717-1821 (EI Ancora editores, 1998) 

Week 4: Nation, politics and wars in nineteeth-century Colombia : An 
introductory balance 

Readings: 

David Bushnell , "Politics and Violence in Nineteenth-Century Colombia" in 
Charles Berquist, Ricardo Penaranda y Gonzalo Sanchez, Violence in 
Colombia . The contemporary Crisis in Historical Perspective (Scholarly 
Resources, SR Books, 1992) 11-30 
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Alvaro Tirado Mejfa , El Estado y Ia polftica en el sig/o XIX (EI Ancora Editores, 
2001) and Aspectos sociales de las guerras civiles en Colombia (Colcultura , 
1976), 11-77 
Cristina Rojas, Civilization and Violence: Regimes of representation in 
nineteenth-century Colombia. (Minneapolis: university of Minnesota Press, 
2002) 

Week 5: The weakness of the state, the social question , and the civil wars of 
the nineteenth century 

Readings: 

Frank Safford and Marcos Palacios, Colombia: Fragmented land, divided 
society (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002) 132-238. 
Memorias de Ia Segunda Catedra Anual de Historia Ernesto Restrepo Tirado, 
Las guerras civiles desde 1830 y su proyecci6n en el siglo XX (Museo 
Nacional de Colombia, 1998), 17-145. 
Malcom Deas, "Pobreza , guerra civil y polftica: Ricardo Gaitan Obeso y su 
campafla en el rfo Magdalena en Colombia, 1885", in De/ poder y Ia gramatica 
y otros ensayos sobre historia, polftica y literatura colombianas (Tercer Mundo 
Editores, 1993), 121-173. 

Weeks 6: The close of the nineteenth century: the great war and the failure of 
the nation-state 

Readings: 

Gonzalo Sanchez y Mario Aguilera, ed. , Memoria de un pais en guerra. Los mil 
dfas, 1899-1902 (Pianeta Editores, 2001) 19-24, 75-104. 
Charles W. Bergquist, Coffe and Conflict in Colombia, 1886-1910, 2d ed . 
(Durham , NC, 1986). 

Week 7: Actors and social dynamics of the nineteenth-century wars 

Readings: 

Carlos Eduardo Jaramillo , Los guerrilleros del novecientos (Bogota: Cerec, 
1991 ). 

Week 8: The conservative and the liberal republics (1886-1948): The elusive 
hegemony 

Readings 

Frank Safford and Marco Palacio, Colombia: Fragmented Land, Divided 
Society, 239-344 



Nancy P. Appelbaum . Muddied Waters. Race, region, and Local History in 
Colombia, 1846-1948 (Durham: Duke university Press , 2003) 1-50 , 206-220 . 

Week 9: Landowners, peasants and the land problem during the first half of the 
twentieth century 

Readings: 

Catherine Legrand , Frontier Expansion and Peasant Protest in Colombia, 1830-
1936, (Aiburquerque: University of New Mexico Press , 1986) 63-170 
_____ __ , "Agrarian Antecedents of the Violence" in Violence in 
Colombia, 31-50 
----::--=-----'"Colonization and Violence in Colombia : Perspectivas and 
Debates," Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies (Summer 
1990) 
Alfredo Molano, "Violence and Land Colonization" in Violence in Colombia , 195-
216 

Week 10: The "Violencia" (1 ): A 20th century peasant war 

Readings: 

Eric J. Hobsbawn, "La anatomfa de Ia Violencia en Colombia", in Rebeldes 
primitives . Estudio sabre las formas arcaicas de los movimientos sociales en 
los siglos XIX y XX (Barcelona: Crftica , 2001) 231-240 
Gonzalo Sanchez y Donny Meertens, Banda/eros, gamonales y campesinos. El 
caso de Ia violencia en Colombia (Bogota : El An cora Ed ito res , 1985) 
Donny Meertens, Ensayos sabre tierra, violencia y genera (Bogota: Universidad 
Nacional , 2000) 135-224, 401-416 

Week 11 : The "Violencia" (2) : Ethnicity, race , and war in Antioquia. A case 
study. 

Readings: 

Mary Roldan , Blood and Fire: La Vio/encia en Antioquia, Colombia, 1946-1953 
(Duke University Press , 2002) . 
Keith Christie, "Antioquer'io Colonization in Western Colombia : A Reappraisal. " 
HAHR, 1978, 58, (May) : 260-83 

Week 12: The "Violence" (3) : A look from the inside: The actors speak 

Readings: 

Alfredo Molano, Los atlas del trope/ (Bogota : Cerec, 1985). 
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Week 13: Nation and war in Colombia: Past and present 

Readings: 

Malcom Deas, lntercambios violentos. Reflexiones sabre Ia violencia polftica en 
Colombia (Bogota, 1999) 
Eduardo Posada , "Las guerras civiles del siglo XIX en Ia America hispanica" in 
Gonzalo Sanchez y Mario Aguilera , Memoria de un pafs en guerra. Los mil 
dfas, 1899-1902 (Bogota: PI aneta Editores, 2001) 59-73. 
Charles Bergquist, "Una comparaci6n entre Ia guerra de los Mil Dfas y Ia crisis 
contemporanea" in Gonzalo Sanchez y Mario Aguilera, Memorias de un pafs 
en guerra , 387-401 . 
William Ramirez, "(,Guerra civil en Colombia?" and Eduardo Pizarro 
Leong6mez, "Colombia: (_guerra civil, guerra contra Ia sociedad, guerra 
antiterrorista o guerra ambigua?" in Institute de Estudios Politicos y Relaciones 
lnternacionales, Ana/isis po/ftico 46 (Bogota: Universidad Nacional , 2002) . 

Weeks 14 y 15: Paper presentations 
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Abel , CH .: Politica, iglesia y partidos en Colombia. (Medellin: FAES-Universidad Nacional 
de Colombia , 1987). 

Album de dibujos de Peregrina Rivera Arce. Recuerdos de campafia. Bucaramanga 4 de 
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Anderson , M. L.: "Rivals and Revivals : Religion and Politics in Nineteenth- Century 
Spanish America and Europe". En IVEREIGH, A. (editor) : The politics of religion in an age 
of revival. (London : Institute of Latin American Studies, 2000) . 

Angel, A. P. "La literatura sobre guerras civiles en el siglo XIX. " En W . AA. Grupo de 
lnvestigaci6n , Guerras civiles, religiones y religiosidades en Colombia, 1840-1902, 
Medellin , Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Sede Medellin, presentado al CINDEC, 
2001 . 

Appadurai , Arjun . "Dead Certainty: Ethnic Violence 1n the Era of Globalization" Public 
Culture 10 (2) : 225-47 

Arocha , Jaime, La violencia en el Quindio: Determinantes ecol6gicos y econ6micos 
delhomicidio en un municipio caficultor (Bogota: n.p. , 1979) 

Aronson , Cynthia , and Robin Kira . State of War: Political Violence and Counterinsurgency 
in Colombia (New York : Human Rights Watch , 1993) 

Arango Restrepo, G.M. La mentalidad religiosa en Antioquia. Practicas y discursos, 1828-
1885. Medellin, Facultad de Ciencias Humanas, Universidad Nacional de Colombia , Sede 
Medellin , 1993. 



Arboleda M. C. y G. M. Arango R., "La Constituci6n de Rionegro y el Syllabus como dos 
slmbolos de Naci6n y dos banderas de guerra", en: lnforme de Ia investigaci6n Guerras 
civiles , religiones y religiosidades en Colombia , 1840-1902, presentado al CINDEC, 
Centro de Investigaciones de Ia Universidad Nacional de Colombia , Sede Medellin , 2001 . 

Aymes, J. R. La guerra de independencia en Espana . 1986. 

Sarona, G. La maldici6n de Midas en una region del mundo occidental , Popayc:'m 1730-
1830 (Cali: Universidad del Valle, 1995). 

Bergquist, Charles. Coffe and Confict in Colombia , 1886-1910, 2d ed. (Dirham: Duke 
University Press , 1986) 

Bergquist, Charles, Ricardo Periaranda, and Gonzalo Sanchez." Violence in Colombia, 
1999-2000: Waging War and Negociating Peace (Wilmington: SR Books, 2001 ). 

_______ . Violence in Colombia. The Contemporary Crisis in Historical 
Perspectiva (Wilmington : SR Books, 1992). 

Betancourt, Daria, and Martha L. Garcia . Matones y cuadril/eros: Origen y evoluci6n de Ia 
Violencia en el occidente colombiano, 1946-1965 (Bogota: Tercer Mundo Ed ito res , 1990) 

Bloch, Marc. "Reflexiones de un historiador acerca de los bulos surgidos durante Ia 
guerra", en: Historia e historiadores. (Madrid : Aka! ediciones, 1999) pp. 175-197. 

Bonilla , Heraclio. Un siglo a Ia deriva. Ensayos sabre El Peru, Bolivia y Ia guerra. (Lima: 
IEP, 1980). 

Botero Herrera, Fernando. Uraba: Colonizaci6n, violencia y crisis del estado (Medellin : 
Editorial Universidad de Antioquia, 1990) 

Braun, Herbert. The assassinnation of Gaitan: Public Life and Urban Violence in Colombia . 
(Madison : University of Wisconsin Press, 1985) 

------. Our Guerrillas, Our Sidewalks: A Journey into the Violence of Colombia . 
(Niwot: Univeristy Press of Colorado, 1994) 

Brew, Roger. El desarrollo econ6mico de Antioquia desde Ia lndependencia hasta 1920 
(Bogota : Banco de Ia Republica , 1977). 

-----=-·"Aspects of politics in Antioquia , 1850-1865". B.A. Phi l. Thesis Oxford 
University, St. Anthony 's Collage , 1971 . 

Briceno, Manuel. De La revoluci6n de 1876-1877. Recuerdos para Ia historia (Bogota: 
Biblioteca de Historia Nacional, vol. LXXVI , 1878). 

Burns , E. Bradford . "Caudillos". Latin America. A concise interpretative history. (Los 
Angeles : Universidad de California Press, 1986) . 



Bushnell , David. The Making of Modern Colombia. A Nation in Spite of Itself (Berkley: 
University of California Press, 1993). 

Campo Chicangana , A. "Montoneras, deserciones e insubordinaciones. Yanaconas y 
paeces en Ia guerra de los Mil Dias", M.A.Thesis , Universidad del Valle , 1999. 

Campo, Urbano. Urbanizaci6n y violencia en el Valle (Bogota : Ediciones Armadillo , 1980) 

Canal Ramirez, Gonzalo . Estampas y testimonios de violencia (Bogota : n.p., 1966) 

Cardona Grisales, Guillermo. Para un estudio sabre Ia violencia en Colombia (Bogota: 
Cinep, 1989) 

Casas Aguilar, Julio. La Violencia en los Llanos Orientales. (Bogota : ECOE Ediciones, 
1986). 

Casas, Ulises. De Ia guerrilla liberal a Ia guerrilla comunista (Bogota : n. p. , 1987) 

Ceballos, Diana. Guerras y representaciones. Una mirada. En W. AA. Grupo de 
lnvestigaci6n "Guerras civiles, religiones y religiosidades en Colombia, 1840-1902, 
Medellin : Universidad Nacional de Colombia, lnforme al DIME, 2001. 

Christie, Kkeith . "Antioquerio Colonization in Western Colombia: A Reappraisal. " HAHR 58 
(May) : 260-83 

______ . 0/igarcas, campesinos y politica en Colombia (Bogota : Universidad 
Nacional de Colombia , 1986) 

Comisi6n de estudios sabre Ia violencia . Colombia: Violencia y democracia, lnforme 
presentado a/ Ministerio de Gobierno (Bogota: Universidad Nacional de Colombia, 1987) 

Clausewitz, Klaus . De Ia Guerra (Medellin: Editorial Prisma Ltda ., 1972. 

Clavijo Ocampo, Hernando. Formaci6n hist6rica de las elites locales en el Tolima . Tomas I 
y 11 , 1814-1930 (Bogota, Banco Popular, 1993). 

Codazzi , Agustin. Geografia Fisica y Politica de las Provincias de Ia Nueva Granada, porIa 
Comisi6n Corografica, bajo Ia direcci6n de Agustin Codazzi. 4 volumenes , (Bogota: Banco 
de Ia Republica , Bogota , 1959). 

C6digo militar del Estado Soberano de Antioquia, 1867 (???) . 

C6digo militar expedido por el Congreso de los Estados Unidos de Colombia de 1881 
(Bogota: lmprenta a cargo de T. Uribe Zapata, 1881 ). 

Colmenares , German. Historia econ6mica y social de Colombia, Torno II: Popayan, una 
sociedad esclavista, (Bogota: La Carreta, 1979). 



_____ .Cali: Terratenientes, mineros y comerciantes, siglo XVIII, (Cali: , Universidad 
del Valle , 1975.) 

Las convenciones contra Ia cultura. Ensayos sabre Ia historiografia 
hispanoamericana del siglo XIX. (Bogota: Tercer Mundo, 1989). 

Cortes, Jose David. "Balance bibliografico sobre Ia historia de Ia Iglesia cat61ica en 
Colombia, 1945-1995, en Historia Critica , 12, (Bogota: Universidad de los Andes , 1996) 
17-26. 

De Narvaez, Eduardo. Los Mochuelo. Recuerdos de 1877-1878. (Bogota , 1973. Primera 
edici6n : 1922.). 

Deas, Malcom. lntercambios violentos (Bogota: Taurus, 1999). 

_____ _ "Pobreza, guerra civil y polftica: Ricardo Gaitan Obeso y su camparia en el 
rio Magdalena en Colombia , 1885". Del Poder y Ia Gramatica y otros ensayos de historia, 
polftica y literatura colombianas. (Bogota: Tercer Mundo Editores, 1993). 

Deas, Malcom , and Gaitan, Fernan. Oos ensayos especulativos sabre Ia violencia en 
Colombia. (Bogota: Tercer Mundo Editores, 1995.) 

Delgado, Manuel. La ira sagrada. Anticlericalismo, iconoclastia y antirritualismo en Ia 
Espana contemporanea. (Barcelona: Editorial Humanidades, 1992). 

Delpar, Helen. Red against blue: The liberal party in Colombian Politics, 1863-1899. 
(Alabama: University of Alabama Press, 1981 ). 

Diaz Zamira. "Guerra y economia en las haciendas", Sociedad y economia en el Valle del 
Cauca, Tomo II, (Bogota: Biblioteca Banco Popular, 1983). 

Duby, G. El domingo de Bouvines, 24 de julio de 1214 (Madrid : Alianza Editorial , 1988). 

Dunkerley, J. Origenes del poder militar en Bolivia,. Historia del ejercito, 1879-1935. (La 
Paz: Quipus, 1987). 

Elias , Norberta. Humana conditio: consideraciones en torno a Ia evoluci6n de Ia 
humanidad en el cuadragesimo aniversario del fin de una guerra (8 de mayo de 1985), 
(Espana: Peninsula , 1988). 

Engels, Friederich . The Peasant war in Germany (New York: lnternacional Publishers, 
1926). 

Escobar, Eusebio. Recuerdos de un A/cantor (Sogamoso: lmprenta del Distrito a cargo de 
A. Hernandez y otros , 1882) . 

FAES. Memoria del Simposio Los Estudios regionales en Colombia: el caso de Antioquia. 
(Medellin: FAES, vol. 5, 1982). 
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Fajardo Darfo . "La Violencia y las estructuras agrarias en tres municipios cafeteros de 
Tolima: 1936-1970." In El agro en el desarrollo hist6rico colombiano: Ensayos de 
economia. Ed. Francisco Leal Buitriago et al. (Bogota : Punta de Lanza , 1976). 

Violencia y desarrollo: Transformaciones sociales en tres regiones 
cafetaleras del Tolima , 1936-1970 (Bogota: Fonda Editorial Suramerica, 1979). 

Farnsworth-Aivear, Ann . Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths , Morals , Men, an women in 
Colombia's Industrial Experiment, 1905-1960. (Durham: Duke university Press, 2000) . 

FISCHER, Thomas. "Desarrollo hacia afuera y 'revoluciones ' en Colombia, 1850-1910." In: 
G. SANCHEZ, GONZALO Y MIGUEL. AGUILERA, (Ed .), Memoria de un pais en guerra: los Mil 
Dias. 1899-1902 (Bogota: Editorial Planeta , 2001 ). 

________ . "La constante guerra civil en Colombia", En : P. Waldmann y F. 
Reinares, Sociedades en guerra civil. Conflictos violentos de Europa y America, 
(Barcelona: Piados, 1999). 

Flores Galindo, Alberto . "Soldados y montoneros" y "Republica s1n ciudadanos." In 
Buscando un inca, (Lima, Editorial Horizonte, 1988), pp. 243-285. 

Florez-Malag6n , Alberto. "Peasants, Landlords, and Political Cultura in Colombia: The 
Ubate Valley during La Vilencia , 1946-1958." Ph .d diss. State University of New York at 
Stony Brook, 1994. 

Fluharty, Vernon Lee. Dance of the Millions: Military Rule and the Social Revolution in 
Colombia, 1930-1956. (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburg Press, 1957). 

Foucault, M. Society must be defended. (New York: Picadort, 2003.) 

Franco, Carlos . Apuntamientos para Ia historia . La guerra de 1876-1877. 2 vols . (Bogota: 
lmprenta Ia Epoca , 1877). 
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FREUD, Sigmund. "Consideraciones de actualidad sabre Ia guerra y Ia muerte." In El 
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Garrido, Margarita. Reclamos y representaciones. Variaciones sabre Ia politica en el 
Nuevo Reina de Granada, 1779-1815, (Bogota: Banco de Ia Republica, 1993). 

Gaviria , Marfa Virginia . "Poder y sociedad en Antioquia . Los gobiernos liberales en el 
Estado Soberano de Antioquia , 1877-1885" M.A. Thesis , Universidad Nacional de 
Colombia , Sede Medellin , 2000. 
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1989). 
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