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Twentieth-Century Mexico: Revolutionary Myths and Their Critics

Recent events in Mexico have dramatically revived debates over the various
meanings of revolutionary mythology. As contemporary political officials
dismantled the structures put in place by the revolutionary process, and reneged
on the promises originally ma¢ by the first postrevoluticnary governments,
rebels in the southern state of Cniapas rose up in the name of revolutionary hero
and icon Emiliano Zapata, echoing many of his original demands for land, social
justice, and political democracy.

wWhat is the meaning of the "new'" Zapatismo in the context of Zapata’s long
genealogy in revolutionary myth? What does the contemporary political crisis and
the impler 1taticon of NAFTA mean in the context of longstanding debates over "lo
mexicano'"? Were critics right in searching for post-nationalist and post-
Zapatista forms of emancipatory projects? Wwhat is new, what is old, and what is
still missing from the present picture?

Course Reqguirements:

1) Active participation in class. The seminar’s success depends on it!

2) A weekly journal rect 13ing reactions, questions, analysis suggested by the
readings. Each student will be asked to read from their journal twice during the
semester as a prompting for ¢! :s discussion. A schedule of journal readings

will be made up the first week or the class. Journal entries will be shared with
me by the Tuesday of each we <.

3) A "course portfolio" containing final versions of the journal entries, as
revised from my comments and the direction of class discussion.

4) a 10-15 page paper, due no later than the Monday after classes end, but you
can hand it in anytime, depending on its subject. The purpose of the paper is

to reflect in greater ¢ »th on the issues contained in one of our readings or
groups of readings, and to expand the discussion to include the eguivalent of 4
additional books in related materials. ©PLEASE CO ! TO SEE EARLY IN THE
S) ER TO DISCUSS POSS. LE TOPICS AND APPROACHES. THIS IS NOT A RESEARCH
Pi . BUT AN EXTE )HED CONCEPTUAL REFLECTION ON A TOPIC.
5) Grading:

Class participation wi. count for 35% of the grade. I will evaluate

participation not only in terms of number or length of interventions in
class discussion, but also in terms of willingness to engage the comments
of others, and willingness to move the discussion forward even if it means
asking a "stupid" question.

The journal, as revised in the course portfolio, will count »>r 35% of the
grade.

The paper will count for 30% of the grade.

SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
Week 1- Sept. 1- Introduction









] ' N 1

Week 14~ Dec. 8- The >5Sman

Reading: Elena Poniatowska, Hasta * _Jesus mio (Mexico City: Ediciones Era,
1969).
*Poniatowska, "Hasta no verte Jesus mio: Jesusa Palancares,'" Vuelta, #24
(Nov. 1978), pp. 5-11; Xerox Packet.
*Lucille Kerr, "Gestures of Authorship: Lying to Tell the Truth in Elena
Poniatowska'’s Hasta no verte Jesus mio," MLN, 106 (1991), pp. 370-94; Xerox
Packet.
*F( non-Spanish readers: Ruth Behar, Tran-'-*~- Womar -~ ="~~~ -~ ““- 7- “ler

~Lo

Wi+~ Esperanza’s (Boston: Beacon Piess, 1993).

Week 15- Dec. 15- The Woman Wreaks Havoc with Established Subjects
Reading: Angeles Mastretta, Arrdncame la vida (Mexico City: Océano, 1985).
*Elena Poniatowska, "Querido Diego, te abraza Quiela," in Poniatowska,
Querido Diego, te abraza Quiela y otros cuentos (Madrid: Alianza/Era,
1987), pp. 11-59.
"or non— anish readers: Angeles Mastretta, Mexican F-~'-ro (New York:
Penguin, 1v31).




