
EPS/History 906. Proseminar in history of education. Spring semester, 1990 

Instructor: Carl Kaestle 

Topic: History of education in the United States, 1890 to the present 

PROCEDURES FOR ENROLLING 

1.) The course will be limited to 16 students. 

2.) Preference will be given to Educational Policy Studies and History graduate 
students until the mornin0 of Tuesday, January 16. EPS and History 
~tudents who definitely wish to take the course should contact Carl Kaestle 
and provide their student I.~. number. They will be registered on a 
first-come-first-served basis. 

3.) Interested students from other departments should also contact Kaestle 
as soon as they have decided they wish to take the course, providing 
their I.D. numbers. A list will be kept, and their names, up to the 
total enrollment of 16, will be submitted by the department on the 
morning of January 16. 

4.)IE there are places remaining during registration week, they will be registered 
on a first-come-first-served basis, without regard to department. 



EPSjHisto:ry 906 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCDNSlli 
Department of Educational Policy Studies 

Department of Histo:ry 

Proseminar in the histo:ry of education 
, carl Kaestle 

Sprin;j, 1990 

HistorY of education in the United states, 1890 to the present 

Scope of the course: 

'Ihe c:x:tt1l1"Qn readings fall into four mrits: recent works on the pericxi 1890 to 
1920; works al::lalt minority experiences in 20th-century educational histo:ry; works 
al::lalt the histo:ry of waren an:i higher education; an:i works al::lalt education policy 
in the United states since 1945. students will also have an C>plX)rtunity to 
explore a topic of their choice, deali.n;J with education in u.s. since 1890, during 
a three-week irrlepen:ient readin;J mrit in the middle of the SEmeSter. 

Prerequisites: 

Previous work in u.s. histo:ry andjor in the histo:ry of education are helpful 
but not required. Fluency in the readin;J of ~lish, however, is necessary, 
because students must read an entire book critically each 'Week. Students whose 
English may not yet be up to that level should consider taki.n;J EPSjHisto:ry 412 
first for backgrourxi an:i practice. 

Assigrnnents: 

In addition to readin;J the assigned works carefully an:i contributing to the 
general discussion, each student will prepare three papers. One of these papers 
will report on work done an:i insights gained duri.n;J the indepen:ient readin;J 
pericxi. 

Paperback books to purcl1ase: 

Herbert M. Kliebard, Struggle for the American CUrricul\.lll\ (Routledge) 
William Reese, l?ower and the Promise of School Refonn (Routledge) 
James Anderson, 'Ihe Education of Blacks in the South, 1860-1935 (N. car.) 
Guadeloupe San Miguel, 'Let All of 'Ihern Take Heed' (Texas) 
Barbara SolOiron, In the Company of Educated Women (Yale) 
Rosalind Rosenberg, Beyond Separate Spheres (Yale) 
Diane Ravitch, 'Ihe Troubled Crusade (Basic) 
Anthony I..ucas, Cormnon Ground (Vintage) 
Rosema:ry Salaoone, Equal Education (st. Martin's) 

Required works that were available only in harQl:)o.m:i editions have been 
placed on reseJ:Ve at various locations; an up-to-date list of these locations will 
be given for each work as we go alon:J. students 'Who wish to p.rrchase them should 
place special orders with a bookstore at the beginni.n;J of the SEmeSter. 
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Class Ireetings: 

'Ihe seminar meets on Wednesday, from 10: oo 'l.U'ltil 12: 00. Please inform me in 
advance if you nust miss arry session. 

; 

Read.im assiqrnnents: 

Week 1 

Week 2 
Januacy 31 

Week 3 
February 7 

Introduction to the carrse 

UNIT ONE: RECENT IDRKS ON 'IHE PERIOD 1890-1920 

Education reform as the history of ideas 

READ: Herbert M. Kliebard, 'Ihe St.J:uggle for the American 
CUrricult.nn, 1893-1958 (New York, Routledge am Kegan Paul, 
1987) 

SUWlerrenta:ry rea~: 

lawrence A. crernin, 'Ihe Transfonnation of the School, 
1876-1957 (New York, Knopf, 1964) 

'Iheodore Sizer, Secorrlal:y Schools at the TUrn of the Century 
(New Haven, Yale University Press, 1964) 

Edward A. K:rug, 'Ihe Shaping of the Arnerican High School, 
1880-1920 (Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 1964) 

Rayroc>rx:l callahan, Education am the CUlt of Efficiency (Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press, 1962) 

Patricia Graham, Prcgressive Education From Arcady to Academe 
(New York, Teachers College Press, 1967) 

Geraldine Joncich Clifford, 'Ihe Sane Positivist: A Bicx::rraphy 
of E. L. 'Ihorn:like (MicXUeta.m, CN, Wesleyan University Press, 
1968) 

IX>rothy Ross, G. stanley Hall: 'Ihe Psychologist as Prophet 
(Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1972) 

School reform at the grassroots 

READ: William J. Reese, Pc::1.Yer arrl the Pranise of School Reform 
Grass-roots Movements during the Progressi ve Era (New York, 
Routledge am Kegan Paul, 1986) 

SUWlerrenta:ry readin;J: 

David B. Tyack, 'Ihe One Best System: A History of Urban 
Schoolinq (cambridge, Hal:vard University Press, 1974) 

larry o..lban, HeM Teachers Taught: Constancy arrl Olange in 
American Classrocrrs, 1890-1980 (New York, I.orgman, 1984) 

Jose};il M. Cronin, Control of Urban Schools (New York, Free 
Press,1973) 
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Week 4 
February 14 

Week 5 
February 21 

'IiaLvey Kantor, I..ea:min;r to Earn: SChool. Work. an::l Vocational 
Refonn in california, 1880-1930 (Madison, University of 
Wisconsin Press, 1988) 

Marvin Iazerson, Origins of the Urban SChool: Public Education 
in Massachusetts. 187Q-1915 (cambridg'e, Harvard University 
Press, 1971) , 

Selwyn Troen, 'Ihe Public arrl the SChools: Shapiro the st. Louis 
System. 1839-1920 (Coltmi::>ia, University of Missruri Press, 
1975) 

Oricago arrl the TNOrld: stu::lies of eel refonn in the win:iy city 

READ: One of the followirx} 'b¥o books: 

J::Bvid J. Hogan, Class arrl Refonn: SChool an::l Society in Cllicago, 
1880-1930 (Ihiladelpti.a, University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1985) 

Julia Wrigley, Class, Politics & Public SChools: Oricaqo, 1900-
1950 (NE!W Brunswick, Rutgers University Press, 1982) 

SUJ::plementary readi.rxJ: 

Ira Katznelson arrl Margaret Weir, SChoolincr for All: Class, 
Race, an::l the Dec:line of the Dencx::l:atic Ideal (NE!W York, 
Basic Books, 1985) 

Joel Sprl..rq, Education arrl the Rise of the Comorate state 
(Boston, Beacon Press, 1972) 

Samuel BcMles arrl Herbert Gintis, SChoolin:J in capitalist 
America: Educational REfonn arrl the Contradictions of 
Economic Life (NE!W York, Basic Books, 1976) 

Martin carnoy arrl Henry M. Levin, SChooling an::l Work in the 
Dem:::lCratic state (stanford, stanford University Press, 1985) 

Wayne Urban, Why Teachers Ol:ganized (Detroit, Wayne State 
University Press, 1982) 

Paul E. Peterson, 'Ihe Politics of SChool Refonn, 1870-1940 
(Cllicago, University of Cllicago Press, 1985) 

UNIT 'IW:>: MINORITY EXPERIENCES IN 2CYIH-cENIURY EWCATION 

Black education 

READ: Jarres Arrlerson, 'Ihe Education of Blacks .in the South, 
1860-1935 (Chapel Hill, University of North carolina Press, 
1988) 

SUJ::plerrentacy readi.rxJ: 

Vincent P. Frankl.in, 'Ihe Education of Black :Rriladelphia 
1900-1950 (Ihiladelpti.a, University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1979) 

Louis Harlan, Booker T. Washington: 'Ihe Making of a Black 
leader, 1856-1901 (New York, OXford University Press, 1972) 
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Week 6 
Februacy 28 

Week 7 
Marcil 7 

I.Duis Harlan, Booker T. Washington: 'Ihe Wizaid of 'I\lskegee 
1901-1915 (Ne\tl York, Oxford University Press, 1983) 

La.lis Harlan, Separate an::l Unequal: Public School campaigns in 
the Southern Sea1::>oqrd States, 1901-1915 (Chapel Hill, 
University of North carolina Press, 1958) 

Horace Mann Bo:rrl, 'Ihe Education of the Negro in the Airerican 
Social Order (New York, o::tagon, rev. ed., 1966) 

Elliot M. Rudwick, W. E. B. D..llx>is: A Study in Minority Group 
Leadership (Ihiladelfbi.a, University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1960) 

'Ihe eroorgirg histo:cy of Chicano education 

READ: Guadeloupe San Miguel, 'Let All of 'Ihern Take Heed' :'Ihe 
Mexican-American Quest for Educational Equality in Texas, 
1918-1981 (Austin, University of Texas Press, 1987) 

SUpplerenta:cy readirq: 

'Ihomas P. carter a:rrl Roberto D. Segura, Mexican Americans in 
School: A Decade of Cl'lan:Je (Ne\tl York, 1979) 

Richard Griswold del castillo, 'Ihe IDs @eles Barrio, 1850-1890 
A Social Histozy (Berkeley, University of california Press, 
1982) 

Albert camarillo, Ollcanos in a Cl'lamin:r Society: From Mexican 
Pueblos to American Barrios in Santa Barbara a:rrl Southern 
california, 1848-1930 (cambridge, Hal:vard University Press, 
1979) 

Meyer Weinberg, A Olanoe to Learn: A Histozy of Race a:rrl 
Education in the United States (cambridge, cambridge 
University Press, 1977) 

Olarles Wollenberg, All Deliberate Speed: Segregation a:rrl 
Exclusion in california Schools, 1855-1975 (Berkeley, 
california, 1975) 

Rodolfo F. Acui1a, Occupied Airerica: A Histozy of Chicanos 
(Ne\tl York, Harper & Row, 2rrl edition, 1981) 

'Ihe education of interned Japanese Airericans in WWII 

READ: 'Ihomas James, Exile Within: 'Ihe Schoolirg of Japanese 
Airericans, 1942-1945 (cambridge, Hal:vard University Press, 
1987) 

Ronald Takaki, st.ramers From a Different Shore: A Histozy of 
Asian Arrericans (Boston, Little, Brt::Ml, 1989) 

Morton Grodzi.ns, Arrericans Betrayed: Politics a:rrl the Japanese 
Evacuation (OU.cago, University of Oricago Press, 1949) 

Roger Daniels, Concentration canps USA (New York, Holt, Rinehart, 
arrl Winston, 1972) 
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Week 8 
March 14 

John Modell, 'Ihe Eool:'1atlics an:::i Politics of ~cial Acx:xmnodation 
'Ihe Japanese of Los An:Jeles, 1900-1942 (Urbana, University of 
Illinois Press, 1977) 

Sylvia J. Yanagisako, Transfonnirg the Past: Tradition an:::i 
Kinship Arrow Japanese Americans (stanford, stanford 
University Press, 1985) ' 

John w. Q:7...ler, War Withoot Mercy: Race an:::i Power in the Pacific 
War (New York, Pantheon, 1986) 

UNIT 'IHREE: INDEPENDENl' RFADrnG 

Irxlividual ronferences (no class ooetin:J) 

[ Sprin:J recess: no class Mard1 21] 

Week 9 
March 28 

Week 10 
April 4 

Week 11 
April 11 

Social gatherin:J (no class meet.irq) 

Oral reports on in:lepe.rxient reaclirq ( druble session) 

UNIT RXJR: va1EN AND HIGHER IDJCATION 

OVerview 

RFAD: Barbara Solaron, In the Carrenv of Educated Wanen:A 
History of Wcmen an:::i Higher Education in America (New Haven, 
Yale University Press, 1985) 

Helen Lefkc:Mitz HorcMi.tz, Alma Mater: Design an:::i Experience 
in the Women's Colleges from their Nineteenth-century 
Beginnings to the 1930s (New York, Alfred Knopf, 1984) 

Fass, Paula, 'Ihe l):mmed an:::i the Beautiful: American Youth in 
the 1920s (New York, Oxford University Press, 1977) 

Mabel Newcx:mer, A Century of Higher Education for Wanen (New 
York, Harper & Brothers, 1959) 

'Ihanas Woody, A History of Wallen's Education in the United 
States, 2 vols., (New York, Science Press, 1929) 

carol Iasser, ed. , Educating Men an:::i Women Together: Coeducation 
in a Cllanging World (Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 
1987) 

laurence Veysey, 'Ihe :Errergence of the American University 
Clricago, University of Clricago Press, 1965) 
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Week 12 
April 18 

Week 13 
April 25 

Week 14 
May2 

waoon arxi the higher leamin] 

RFAD: Rosalin:l Rosenberg, Beyorxl Separate Spheres: '!he 
Intellectual Roots of M:ldern Feminism (New Haven, 
Yale University Press, 1982) ; 

SUWlerrentary readi.n:J: 

Roberta Frankfort, Collegiate Wanen: lXrresticity arxi career 
in Turn-of-the-Centl.uy Arcerica (New York, New York 
University Press, 1977) 

MaJ:garet Rossiter, Wanen Scientists in America: Strucr;:Iles arxi 
Strategies to 1940 (Baltim::>re, Jdms Hopkins University 
Press' 1982) 

Mal:y R. Walsh, "Doctors Wanted: No Wcmen Need Apply: Sexual 
Barriers in the Medical Profession. 1835-1975 (New Haven, 
Yale University Press, 1977) 

Geraldine Joncich Clifford, ed., IDne Voyagers: Academic Women 
In Coeducational Institutions. 1870-1937 (New York, Feminist 
Press, 1989) 

ste}:ilen Jay Gc:W.d, '!he Misrneasure of Man (New York, Norton, 
1981) 

Roger Geiger, To Advance Knowledge: '!he GrcMt:h of American 
Research Universities, 1900-1940 (New York, Oxford, 1986) 

Illcille A. Pollard, Wcmen on College an::'l University Faculties: 
A Historical SUrvey an::'l a Study of their Present Academic 
status (New York, Arrx> Press, 1977, reprint of a 1965 
dissertation, University of Georgia) 

UNIT FIVE: EIUCATIOO SINCE 1945 

OVerview 
-

READ: Diane Ravitdl, '!he Tro..lbled Crusade: Arcerican Education 
1945-1980 (New York, Basic BoOks, 1983) 

Joel Spri..rg, '!he Sortirp Machine: National Educational Policy 
Since 1945 (New York, M::Kay, 1976) 

Desegregation 

READ: J. Anthony I.1.1kas, Canrron Gr<::mxi: A 'I'l.ll:bllen Decade in the 
Lives of 'Ihree Arcerican Families (New York, Knopf, 1985) 

SUWlerrentacy readin;p 

Ridlard Kluger, Sbnple Justice: '!he Historv of Brown v. Board 
of Education an::'l Black Arcerica' s struggle for Eguality (New 
York, Vintage, 1976) 
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Week 15 
May 9 

Gary Orfield, '!he Recxmstruction of Southe.rrl Education: '!he 
Schools and the 1964 Civil Rights Act (New York, Wiley, 
1969) 

J. Harvie Wilkinson, Frc:ln Brown to Bakke (New York, Oxford 
University Press, 1979) , 

Mark V. TUshnet, '!he NAACP's I..egal strategy against Segregated 
Education. 1925-1950 (Chapel Hill, University of North 
carolina Press, 1987) 

Gary Orfield, Must We Bus? Segregated Schools an:i National 
Policy (Washin:;Jt.on, Brook:in;Js Institute, 1978) 

George ~f, Fran Little Rock to Boston: 'Ibe History of 
School Desegregation (Westport, CN, Greenwood Press, 1983) 

Jennifer L. Hochschild, 'Ihe New Anerican Dilemma: Liberal 
~cy and Sdlool ~reqation (New Haven, Yale 
University Press, 1984) 

Recent federal policy 

READ: Rosema1:y SalCll'OI'lE!, Equal Education Urrler raw: Legal 
Rights an:i Federal Policy in the Post-Brown Era (New York, 
st. Martin's, 1986) 

Bartlara Barksdale Clowse, Brainpcyler for the Cold War: 'Ihe 
Sp.Itnik Crisis and the National Defense Education Act of 
1958 (Westport, CN, Greenwood Press, 1981) 

Julie RDy Jeffrey I Education for allldren of the Poor: A s·tucly 
of the Origins an:i Imlementation of the ESFA of 1965 
(Columbus, Ohio, 1978} 

st:ep:len R. Bailey an:i Edith K. Mosher, ESFA: 'Ihe Office of 
Education Administers a law (syracuse, 1968) 

Hugh Graham, '!he Uncertain Tritnl'dl: Federal Education Policy in 
the Kennedy an:i Johnson Years (Chapel Hill, University of 
North carolina Press, 1984) 

Arthur Wise, Legislated I..eamim: 'Ihe Bureaucratization of the 
American Classroan (Berkeley, University of california 
University Press, 1979) 

Nonnan c. 'Ihanas, Education in National Politics (New York, 
Mc:Kay, 1975) 

Terrel H. Bell, 'Ihe 'Ihirteenth Man: A Reagan cabinet Memoir 
(New York, Free Press, 1988) 
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