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Department of History 

Spring Semester 1990 

History 901: The Civil War and Reconstruction 

I. Introduction 

II. The Peculiar Institution 

Required: 

Mr. Sewell 

John Blassingame, The Slave Community: Plantation Life in the 
Antebell urn South. Rev. ed. New York, 1979. 

Recommended: 

See bibliography in Frank 0. Gatell and Allan Weinstein, eds., 
American Negro Slavery. 2nd ed. New York, 1973. 

Also: 

Paul David, et al., Reckoning with Slavery: A Critical Study in 
the Quantitative History of American Negro Slavery. New 
York, 1976 

R o b e r t F o g e 1 and S t an 1 e y Eng e r man , -=T-=i;,.:;m:.;..;e:o_._..::oo..:::n'---t;:;.;h=e--'C;....:;r:....o;;;.....::;.s...;:.s-':_T~h""'"'e 
Economics of American Negro Slavery. 2v. Boston, 1974. 

Eugene Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made. 
New York, 1975. 

--------------- From Rebellion to Revolution: Afro-American 
Slave Revolts in the Making of the New World. Baton 
Rouge, 1979. 

Herbert Gutman, Slavery and the Numbers Game: A Critique of 
Time on the Cross. Urbana, 1975 

-------------- The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom, 1750-
1925. New York, 1976. 

Nathan I. Huggins, Black Odyssey: The Afro-American Ordeal in 
Slavery. New York, 1977. 

Jacqueline Jones, Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow: Black Women, 
Work, and the Family from Slavery to the Present. New 
York, 1985. 

Peter Kolchin, "American Historians and Antebellum Southern 
Slavery, 1959-1984," in William Cooper, et al., eds., A 
Master's Due (Baton Rouge, 1985), 87-111. 

-------------· Unfree Labor: American Slavery and Russian 
Serfdom. Cambridge, 1987. 

Lawrence W. Levine, Black Culture and Black Consciousness: 
Afro-Ameriocan Folk Thought from Slavery to Freedom. 
New York, 1977. 

Randall Miller and John David Smith, eds., Dictionary of 
Afro-American Slavery. Westport, Conn., 1988. 

Leslie H. Owens, This Species of Property: Slave Life and 
Culture in the Old South. New York, 1976. 

Albert J. Raboteau. Slave Religion: The "Invisible Institution" 



in the Antebellum South. New York, 1978. 
Julia F. Smith, Slavery and Rice Culture in Low Country 

Georgia, 1750-1860. Knoxville, 1988. 
Deborah G. White, Ar'n't I a Woman? Female Slaves in the 

Plantation South. New York, 1985. 
Peter H. Wood, Black Majority: Negroes in Colonial South 

Carolina, from 1670 through the Stono Rebellion. New 
York, 1974. 

III. Slavery and Southern Whites 

Required: 

James Oakes, The Ruling Race: A History of American 
Slaveholders. New York, 1982. 

Recommended: 

William J. Cooper, Jr., The South and the Politics of Slavery, 
1828-1856. Baton Rouge, 1978. 

---------------------- Liberty and Slavery: Southern Politics 
to 1860. New York, 1983. 

Paul D. Escott, Many Excellent People: Power and Privilege in 
North Carolina, 1850-1900. Chapel Hill, 1985. 

Drew Gilpin Faust, James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A 
Design for Mastery. Baton Rouge, 1982. 

John Hope Franklin, A Southern Odyssey: Travelers in the 
Antebellum North. Baton Rouge, 1976. 

Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Within the Plantation Household: Black 
and White Women of the Old South. Chapel Hill, 1988. 

Eugene Genovese, The Political Economy of Slavery: Studies in 
the Economy & Society of the Slave South. New York, 1965. 

The World the Slaveholders Made. New York, 
1969. 

Kenneth S. Greenberg, Masters and Statesmen: The Political 
Culture of American Slavery. Baltimore, 1987. 

Grady McWhiney, Cracker Culture: Celtic Ways in the Old South. 
Tuscaloosa, 1988. 

Elisabeth Muhlenfeld, Mary Boykin Chesnut: A Biography. Baton 
Rouge, 1981. 

Steven M. Stowe, Intimacy and Power in the Old South: Ritual in 
the Lives of the Planters. Baltimore, 1987. 

Edgar T. Thompson, Plantation Societies, Race Relations, and 
the South: The Regimentation of Populations . Durham, 
N.C., 1975. 

Jane Turner, North Carolina Planters and Their Children, 1800-
1860 . Baton Rouge, 1984. 

Michael Wayne, The Reshaping of Plantation Society: The Natchez 
District, 1860-1880. Baton Rouge, 1983. 

Bertram Wyatt-Brown, Southern Honor: Ethics and Behavior in the 
Old South. New York, 1982. 
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IV. The Crusade Against Slavery 

Required: 

James B. Stewart, Holy Warriors: The Abolitionists and American 
Slavery. New York, 1976. 

Recommended: 

Robert Abzug, Passionate Liberator: Theodore Dwight Weld and 
the Dilemma of Reform. New York, 1980. 

Gilbert H. Barnes, The Anti-Slavery Impulse, 1830-1844. New 
York, 1933. 

Merton L. Dillon, The Abolitionists: The Growth of a Dissenting 
Minority. DeKalb, Ill., 1974. 

Dwight L. Dumond. Antislavery: The Crusade for Freedom in 
America. Ann Arbor, 1961. 

Betty Fladeland, Abolitionists and Working-Class Problems in 
the Age of Industrialization. Baton Rouge, 1983. 

Lawrence J. Friedman, Gregarious Saints: Self and Community 
in American Abolitionism, 1830-1870. Cambridge, Engl., 
1982. 

Louis S. Gerteis, Morality and Utility in American Antislavery 
Reform. Chapel Hill, 1987. 

Blanche G. Hersh, The Slavery of Sex: Feminist Abolitionists in 
America. Champaign, 1979. 

Aileen Kraditor, Means and Ends in American Abolitionism New 
York, 1969. 

Gerda Lerner, The Grimke Sisters from South Carolina: Rebels 
Against Slavery. Boston, 1967. 

Donald Mathews, Slavery and Methodism: A Chapter in American 
Morality, 1780-1845. Princeton, 1965. 

Walter M. Merrill, Against Wind and Tide: A Biography of 
William Lloyd Garrison. Cambridge, 1963. 

Russel B. Nye, Fettered Freedom: Civil Liberties and the 
Slavery Controversy, 1830-1860. East Lansing, 1964. 

Lewis Perry, Radical Abolitionism, Anarchy and the Government 
of God in Antislavery Thought. Ithaca, 1973. 

Lewis Perry and Michael Fellman, eds., Antislavery 
Reconsidered: New Perspectives on the Abolitionists. 
New York, 1979. 

Benjamin Quar l es. Black Abolitionists. New York, 1970. 
=.eonard L. Richards. "Gentlemen of Property and Standing:" 

Anti-Abolition Mobs in Jacksonian America. New York, 
1970. 

John Thomas, The Liberator: William Lloyd Garrison, A 
Biography. Boston, 1963. 

Peter Walker, Moral Choices: Memory, Desire and Imagination 
in Nineteenth Century American Abolition. Baton Rouge, 
1978. 

Ronald Walters, The Antislavery Appeal: American Abolitionism 
After 1830. Baltimore, 1976. 

Bertram Wyatt-Brown. Lewis Tappan and the Evangelical War 
Against Slavery. Cleveland, 1969. 
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V. The Fragmentation of Parties 

Required: 

Michael F. Holt, The Political Crisis of the 1850s. 
1978. 

Recommended: 

New York, 

John Barnwell, Love of Order: South Carolina's First Secession 
Crisi~. Chapel Hill, 1982. 

Don E. Fehrenbacher, The Dr~ Scott Case. New York, ::.978. 
Eric Foner. Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology of 

the R~lican Party Before the Civil War. 
New York, 1970. 

George Forgie, Patricide in the House Divided: A 
Psychological Interpretation of Abraham Lincoln and His 
Age. New York, 1979. 

Ronald P. Formisano, The Birth of Mass Political Parties: 
Michigan, 1827-1861. Princeton, 1971. 

William E. Gienapp, The Origins of the Republican Party, 1852-
1856. New York, 1987. 

Paul Kleppner, The Third Electoral System, 1853-1892: 
Parties, Voters, and Political Cultures. Chapel Hill, 
1979. 

Stephen E. Maizlish, The Triumph of Sectionalism: The 
Transformation of Ohio Politics, 1844-1856. Kent, Ohio, 
1983. 

Chaplain W. Morrison, Democratic Politics and Sectionalism: The 
Wilmot Proviso Controversy. Chapel Hill, 1967. 

Roy F. Nichols, The Disruption of American Democracy. New 
York, 1948. 

David M. Potter, The Impending Crisis, 1848-1861. New York, 
1976. 

Richard H. Sewell, Ballots for Freedom: Antislavery Politics in 
the United States, 1837-1860. New York, 1976. 

Mark W. Summers, The Plundering Generation: Corruption and the 
Crisis of the Union, 1849-1861. Lexington, Ky., 1987. 

VI. The South and Secession 

Required: 

4 

Steven A. Channing, Crisis of Fear: Secession in South Carolina 
New York, 1970. 

Recommended: 

Walter L. Buenger, Secession and the Union in Texas. 
1984. 

Austin, 

William L. Barney, The Road to Secession: A New Perspective 
on the Old South. New York, 1972. 

-----------------· The Secessionist Impulse: Alabama and 



VII. 

Mississippi in 1860. Princeton, 1974. 
Jesse T. Carpenter, The South as a Conscious Minority, 1789-

1861. New York, 1930. 
Avery Craven, The Growth of Southern Nationalism. Baton Rouge, 

1953. 
David B. Davis, The Slave Power Conspiracy and the Paranoid 

Style. Baton Rouge, 1969. 
Dwight L. Dumond, The Secession Movement, 1860-1861. New York, 

1931. 
William J. Evitts, A Matter of Allegiances: Maryland from 1850 

to 1861. Baltimore, 1974. 
Lacy K. Ford, Jr., Origins of Southern Radicalism: The South 

Carolina Upcountry, 1800-1860. 1988. 
John C. Inscoe, Mountain Masters, Slavery, and the Secession 

Crisis in Western North Carolina. Knoxville, 1989. 
Michael P. Johnson, Toward a Patriarchal Republic: The 

Secession of Georgia. Baton Rouge, 1977. 
Marc W. Kruman, Parties and Politics in North Carolina, 1836-

1865. Baton Rouge, 1983. 
J. Mills Thornton, Politics and Power in a Slave Society: 

Alabama, 1800-1860. Baton Rouge, 1978. 
Ralph A. Wooster, The Secession Conventions of the South. 

Princeton, 1962. 
Bertram Wyatt-Brown, "Honor and Secession," in Wyatt-Brown, 

Yankee Saints and Southern Sinners (Baton Rouge, 1985). 

The Confederacy 

Required: 

Richard E. Beringer, et al., The Elements of Confederate 
Defeat. Athens, Ga., 1989. 

~ecommended: 

Richard E. Beringer, et al., Why the South Lost the Civil War. 
Athens, Ga., 1986 

E. Merton Coulter, The Confederate States of America, 
1861-1865. Baton Rouge, 1950. 

Clement Eaton, A History of the Southern Confederacy. New 
York, 1954. 

-------------' Jefferson Davis. New York, 1977. 
Paul Escott, After Secession: Jefferson Davis and the Failure 

of Confederate Nationalism. Baton Rouge, 1978. 
Drew Gilpin Faust, The Creation of Confederate Nationalism: 

Ideology and Identity in the Civil War South. Baton 
Rouge, 1988. 

Eric L. McKitrick, "Party Politics and the Union and 
Confederate War Efforts, in W.N. Chambers and W.O. 
Burnham, eds., The American Party Systems (New York, 
1967). 

Mary E. Massey, Ersatz in the Confederacy. Columbia, S. C., 
1952. 
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Phillip S. Paludan, Victims: A True Story of the Civil War. 
Chapel Hill, 1981. 

Char l es P. Roland, The Confederacy. Chicago, 1960 . 
Charles W. Ramsdell, Behind the Lines in the Southern 

Confederacy. Baton Rouge, 1944. 
Georgia Lee Tatum, Disloyalty in the Confederacy. Chapel Hill, 

1934. 
Emory M. Thomas, The Confederacy as a Revolutionary Experience. 

Englewood Cliffs, N.J., 1971. 
---------------· The Confederate Nation, 1861-1865. New York, 

1979. 
Jonathan Weiner, Social Origins of the New South: Alabama,1860 -

1885. Baton Rouge, 1978. 
Bell I. Wiley, The Plain People of the Confederacy. Baton 

Rouge, 1943. 
-------------' The Road to Appomattox. Memphis, 1956. 
-------------' Confederate Women. Westport, Conn., 1975. 

VIII. The Travail of the Planter Class 

Required: 

James L. Roark, Masters Without Slaves: Southern Planters in 
the Civil War and Reconstruction. New York, 1977. 

Recommended: 

Stephen V. Ash, Middle Tennessee Society Transformed, 1860-
1870: War and Peace in the Upper South. Baton Rouge, 
1988. 

James T. Currie, Enclave: Vicksburg and Her Plantations, 1863 -
1870. Oxford, Miss., 1982. 

Robert F. Durden, The Gray and the Black: The Confederate 
Debate on Emancipation. Baton Rouge, 1972. 

Robert C. Kenzer, Kinship and Neighborhood in a Southern 
Community: Orange County, North Carolina, 1849-1881. 
Knoxville, 1988. 

Stanley Lebergott. "Why the South Lost: Commercial Purpose in 
the Confederacy, 1861 - 1865," Journal of American History, 
70 (1983): 58 - 74. 

Raimondo Luraghi, The Rise and Fall of the Plantation South. 
New York, 1978 . 

Clarence L. Mohr, On the Threshold of Freedom: Masters and 
Slaves in Civil War Georgia. Athens, Ga., 1986. 

James Oakes, "The Present Becomes the Past: The Planter Class 
in the Postbellum South," Robert H. Abzug and Stephen E. 
Maizlish, eds., New Perspectives on Race and Slavery in 
America (Lexington, Ky., 1986), 149-163. 

Lawrence N. Powell, Northern Planters during the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. New Haven, 1980. 

Jonathan Weiner, Social Origins of the New South: Alabama, 
1860-1885. Baton Rouge, 1978. 
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IX. Lincoln, Grant, and the Concept of Total War 

Required: 

T. Harry Williams, Lincoln and His Generals. New York, 1952. 

Recommended: 

Michael C. C. Adams, Our Masters the Rebels: A Speculation on 
Union Military Failure in the East, 1861-1865. 
Cambridge, 1978. 

Stephen E. Ambrose, Halleck: Lincoln's Chief of Staff. Baton 
Rouge, 1962. 

Bruce Catton, Grant Moves South. Boston, 1960. 
------------· Grant Takes Command. Boston, 1969. 
J. F. C. Fuller, Grant & Lee: A Study in Personality and 

Generalship. Bloomington, 1957. 
Warren W. Hassler, Jr .. Commanders of the Army of the Potomac. 

Baton Rouge, 1962. 
-----------------· George B. McClellan : Shield of the Union. 

Baton Rouge, 1957. 
Herman Hattaway and Archer Jones, How the North Won: A 

Military History of the Civil War. Urbana, 1983. 
Lloyd Lewis, Captain Sam Grant. Boston, 1950. 
-----------· Sherman: Fighting Prophet. New York, 1932. 
Gerald F. Linderman, Embattled Courage: The Experience of 

Combat in the American Civil War. New York, 1987. 
James L. McDonough and James P. Jones, War So Terrible: 

Sherman and Atlanta. New York, 1987. 
WilliamS. McFeely, Grant: A Biography. New York, 1981. 
Grady McWhiney and Perry D. Jamieson, Attack and Die: Civil 

War Military Tactics and the Southern Heritage. 
University, Ala .. 1982. 

Reid Mitchell, Civil War Soldiers: Their Expectations and 
Their Experiences. New York, 1988. 

Stephen W. Sears, George B. McClellan: The Young Napoleon. 
New York, 1988. 

Matthew F. Steele, American Campaigns. Washington, 1951. 
Russell F. Weigley, The American Way of War: A History of 

United States Military Strategy and Policy. New York. 
1973. 

Kenneth P. Williams, Lincoln Finds a General: A Military 
Study of the Civil War. 5 vols. New York, 1949 - 59. 

X. The Northern Home Front 

Required: 

Phillip Shaw Paludan, 
War. 1861-1865. 

"A People's Contest: The Union and Civil 
New York. 1988. 
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Recommended: 

Daniel Aaron, The Unwritten War: American Writers and the Civil 
~ar:. New York, 1973. 

Iver Bernstein, The New York City Draft Riots: Theiy 
Significance for American Society and Poli _!ic~ in t.h.!LAge 
of the Civil War. New York, 1990. 

Robert H. Bremner, The Public Good: Philanthropy and Welfare in 
the Civil War Era. New York, 1980. 

Arthur C. Cole, The Irrepressible Conflict, 1850 - 1865. New 
York, 1934. 

Richard N. Current, The History of Wisconsin, vol. II, The 
Civil War Era, 1848-1873. Madison, 1976. 

Leonard P. Curry, Blueprint for Modern America: Nonmilitary 
Legislation of the First Civil War Congress. Nashville, 
1968. 

Emerson D. Fite, Social and Industrial Conditions in the North 
During the Civil War. New York, 1910. 

Mary E. Massey, Bonnet Brigades. New York, 1966. 
James McPherson, The Negro's Civil War. New York, 1967. 
David Montgomery, Beyond Equality: Labor and the Radical 

Republicans, 1862-1872. New York, 1967. 
James H. Moorhead, American Apocalypse: Yankee Protestants and 

the Civil War, 1860-1869. New Haven, 1978. 
Joel Silbey, A Respectable Minority: The Democratic Party in 

the Civil War Era, 1860-1868. New York, 1977. 

XI. Wartime Reconstruction 

Required: 

LaWanda Cox, Lincoln and Black Freedom: A Study in Presidential 
Leadership. Columbia, S.C., 1981. 

Recommended: 

Richard H. Abbott, The Republican Party and the South, 
1855-1877: The First Southern Strategy. Chapel Hill, 
1986. 

Herman Belz, Reconstructing the Union: Theory and Policy During 
the Civil War. Ithaca, 1969. 

-----------' A New Birth of Freedom: The Republican P~rty and 
::'ePC:C"'~'s P::.~!" .. s 'P.~· _.·f. Westport, Conn., 1976. 

-----------· Emancipation and Equal Rights: Politics and 
Constitutionalism in the Civil War Era. New York, 1978. 

Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 
1863-1877. New York, 1988. 

Louis S. Gerteis, From Contraband to Freedman: Federal Policy 
Toward Southern Blacks, 1861-1865. Westport, Conn. ,1973. 

William B. Hesseltine, Lincoln's Plan of Reconstruction. 
Tuscaloosa, 1960. 

Peyton McCrary, Abraham Lincoln and Reconstruction: The 
Louisiana Experiment. Princeton, 1978. 

James M. McPherson, The Struggle for Equality: Abolitionists 
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XII. 

and the Negro in the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
Princeton, 1964. 

Hans L. Trefousse, The Radical Republicans: Lincoln's Vanguard 
for Racial Justice. New York, 1968. 

Reconstructing the Union 

Required: 

Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 
1863 - 1877. New York, 1988. 

Recommended: 

Howard K. Beale, The Critical Year: A Study of Andrew Johnson 
and Reconstruction. New York, 1930. 

Michael Les Benedict, The Impeachment and Trial of Andrew 
Johnson. New York, 1973. 

--------------------' A Compromise of Principle: Congressional 
Republicans and Reconstruction. New York, 1974. 

William R. Brock, An American Crisis: Congress and 
Reconstruction, 1865-1867. London, 1963. 

Dan T. Carter, When the War Was Over: The Failure of Self­
Reconstruction in the South, 1865-1867. Baton Rouge, 
1985. 

Albert Castel, The Presidency of Andrew Johnson. Lawrence, 
Kas., 1979. 

LaWanda and John H. Cox, Politics, Principle, and Prejudice, 
1865-1866. New York, 1963. 

David Donald, The Politics of Reconstruction, 1863-1867 . 
Baton Rouge, 1965. 

Eric McKitrick, Andrew Johnson and Reconstruction. Chicago, 
1960. 

Martin E. Mantell, Johnson, Grant, and the Politics of 
Reconstruction. New York, 1973. 

Michael Perman, Reunion Without Compromise: The South and 
Reconstruction, 1865-1868. Cambridge, Engl., 1973. 

James Sefton, Andrew Johnson and the Uses of Constitutional 
Power. Boston, 1979. 

------------' The United States Army and Reconstruction. 
Baton Rouge, 1967 

Kenneth M. Stampp, The Era of Reconstruction, 1865-1877. 
New York, 1965. 

Hans L. Trefousse, Impeachment of a President: Andrew Johnson, 
the Blacks, and Reconstruction. Knoxville, 1975. 
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XIII. Carpetbaggers and Scalawags 

Required: 

Albion Tourgee, A Fool's Errand, George Fredrickson, ed. New 
York, 1879. 

Recommended: 

Richard N. Current, Those Terrible Carpetbaggers: A 
Reinterpretation. New York, 1988. 

Ruth Currie-McDaniel, Carpetbagger of Conscience: A 
Biography of John Emory Bryant. Athens, Ga., 1987. 

Eric Foner, Reconstruction. New York, 1988. 
William C. Harris, The Day of the Carpetbagger: Republican 

Reconstruction in Mississippi. Baton Rouge, 1979. 
-----------------' William Woods Holden: Firebrand of North 

Carolina Politics. Baton Rouge, 1987. 
Otto H. Olsen, Carpetbagger's Crusade. Baltimore, 1965. 
David H. Overy, Jr., Wisconsin Carpetbaggers in Dixie. 

Madison, 1961. 
Michael Perman, The Road to Redemption: Southern Politics, 

1869-187 9 Chapel Hill, 1984. 
Reconstruction, 1865-1867. London, 1963. 

Allen W. Trelease, White Terror: The Ku Klux Klan Conspiracy 
and Southern Reconstruction. New York, 1971. 

Richard L. Zuber, Jonathan Wortl!.. Chapel Hill, 1965. 

10 


