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Seminar Topics
The Evolution of American Economic and Business History
Three Centuries of Economic Growth

*Robert Gallman, "The Pace and Pattern of American Economic
Growth," in Lance Davis, Richard Easterlin, William Porter
et. al., American Economic Growth, pp. 15-60.

*Diane Lindstrom, "Macroeconomic Growth: The United States in
the Nineteenth Century," Journal of Interdisciplinary History
(Spring, 1983), pp. 679-705.

John Kendrick, "Productivity," Encyclopedia of A~~-ica~ Wcor~—%~
History, I, pp. 157-166.

Edward Denison, Accounting for United States Economic Growth,
1079-1969.

Income Inequality

*Peter Lindert and Jeffrey Williamson, "Three Centuries of
American Inequality," in Paul Uselding, ed., Research in
Economic History, I, pp. 69-113.

*Richard Easterlin, "Regional Income Trends, 1840-1950," in
Robert Fogel and Stanley Engerman, The Reinterpretation of
Rm~-i~=- Tconc~*~ History, pp. 38-49.

Peter Lindert and Jeffrey Williamson, American Inequality: A
Macroeconomic History.

The Colonial Economy

*John J. McCusker and Russell R. Mer :d, The ! »» r of British
America, pp. 5-88.

*Russell Menard, "The Tobacco Industry in the Chesapeake
Colonies, 1617-1730: An Interpretation” in Research in
Economic History, V, pp. 109-177.

McCusker and Menard, The Economy of British America, pp. 91-377.

Edwin Perkins, The Economy of Colonial America.

James Shepherd and Gary Walton, The Economic Rise of Early
America.
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April 29: Big Business in Postwar America

Topics: Managerial Capitalism
Multinationals
Mergers (Conglomerates)
Military-Industrial Complex
Multi-Divisional, Decentralized Corporation

1 7 6: Big Government

Topics: Fiscal Policy Since 1941
Social Welfare
Regulation and Deregulation
International Economy

* Required Readings

Students will write two brief review essays (approximately 5 pages)
from the books and articles listed under the dates from February 11 to
April 8.

They will also write a longer paper (approximately 10 pages) on one of
the topics listed under April 29 and May 6. This paper will be due the
Thursday before the seminar at which it will be discussed.

Final grades will be based upon seminar participation, the review
essays and the topical essay.



