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SOCIAL HI®TARY OF U.S. WOMEN: 1650-1870

In this seminar we will study the historical experience of American women
in the 18th and 19th century, using a topical approach. Wherever possible
we will be using primary sources, that is doct :ints in which women speak
for themselves about their lives and ideas. These will be combined with
secondary sources and essays offering a variety of interpretations. Stu-
dents will become familiar not only with content, but with the use of
historical methodology.

REQUIREMENTS: Attendance at all classes; reading preparation prior to
the class for which the assignment is given; participation in class
discussions; one oral presentation; three written assignments.

READING: Students are expected to do all assigned readings, to take notes
on them and are encouraged to add to their reading from the Additional
Snggested Reading List according to their own interests. A typewritten
report on the reading done from the Additional Suggested Readi~~ List
should be handed to the instructor. It should be no more thana 4 x o card,

single spaced, briefly stating the book's thesis and a critical comment on
it.

The Additional Suggested Reading List is intended to augment the reading
for the course and to serve as a source for future study. Students in
ymen's History should make use of it for pre¢ im preparation.

Students should use Notable American Women, 4 vols., as a general reference

work. Each student should select three :9th century women and become our
class expert on them.

Unless otherwise noted (HC), all assigned books are paperbacks. Books may
be purchased at A Room of One's Own and Brown's Book Store. Some titles
are also available at University Book Store.

ASSIGNMENTS:

(1) From your reading notes prepare three questions for discussion for
each assigned unit. Put these questions in my box by Wednesday, 4:00 P.M.
each week. You may, if you wish, also offer critical comments.
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ASSIGNED R®WADINGS

Nancy Cott, In the Bonds of Womanhood: "Woman's Sphere" in New England,
1780-182% (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1977)

¥ , Root of Bitterness

# Nancy F. Cott, Elizabeth H. Pleck, eds., A Heritage of Her Own, Toward

a New Social History of American Women (NY: Simon and Schuster,
1979)

Carl Degler, At Odds: Women and the Family in America from the Revolution
to the Present (NY: Oxford University Press, 1980) PB

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Women and Economics (NY: Harper and Row,
1966) PB

Alice Kessler-Harris, Women Have Mways Worked (1981)

Linda Kerber, Women of the Republic: In*t=llect and Ideology in Revo-
lutionary America (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1980)

Susanne [ebsock, The Free Women of Petersburg: Status and Culture
in a Southern Town, 1784-1860, (NY: Norton, 1984)

¥ Gerda Lerner, Black Women in White America, A Documentary History
(NY: Vintage Books, 1973)

5 The Female Experience, An American Documentary (Indianap-
olis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1977)

, The Majority Finds Its Past (NY: Oxford, 1979)

Eve Merriam, Ten Lives: Growing Up Female i~ "~~-=fca

Mary Beth Norton, Liberty's Daughters: The Revolutionary Experience
of American Women, 1750-1800 (1980)

Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, Good Wives: Image and Reality in the Lives
of Women in Northern New England, 1650-1750 (NY, 1982)

*¥ Mary Ryan, Cradle of the Middle Class (Cambridge UP, 1981)

Ann Firor Scott, The Southe»~ Lady: From Pedestal to P~'+tics, 1830-
1930 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970) ry

¥ Purchase su ited.



