History 861
IMPERIAL_.3M: THE CONQUEST D PARTITION OF AFRICA

Fall - 1993
T 1rsdays 4:00-6:00 Kathryn Green
2631 Humanities (check 5th Office: 5118 iman: 3
floor s¢ inar rooms each week) Phone: 263-1821

z 3-1800
Office hours: Th 9:30-11:30
and by appointment

The purpose of this course is to introduce you to sor- of the
major theoretical works on the conquest and partition of Africa.
Most of these are very eurocentric, and we will deal with that
issue throughout the course. However, they ars works that
historians of Africa should know.

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course is divided into three parts. During the first two
weeks we will introduce ourselves and our work and discuss the
format of the course and the writing of history. Beginnir in
the third week, part two, we will engage in intensive reacding on
the topic. Each week one or two students will be responsible for
leading the discussion on the works to be discussed, distributing
a written discussion or outline of the main work(s) in mailboxes
the morning of the day before the class meeting. The other
students will be expected to have considered the written material
presented to them so that the discussion will be worthwhile for
all concerned. Each of you will be responsible for leading at
least one of these discussions. The week following the session
in which you lead the discussion, you will hand out a summary (3-
7 pages) of the readings and class discussion to each student and
the instructor. These written materials will be helpful for you
when you are preparing for qualifying exams. The written
discussions should include points covered in class that may not

have been covered in the readings or were disputed in class
discussion.

The third part of the course will revolve around your individual
research papers. You will be responsible for choosing, in
consultation with the instructor, a topic dealing with the
oosition of colonial rule or its workings in the particular
geographical area on which you are concentrating. Decolonization
is also a possibility. It is hoped, of course, that you will
choose a topic that is related to your dissertation or M.A.
thesis topic or that will help you explore possibilities in the
selection of these topics.
Your preliminary bibliographies, in the bibliography style
presented in Turabian, are due on October 14. They will be
returned to you the following week.
Rough drafts of vour research papers should be available to the
class at least two davs before vour class presentation. The
student critiquing your paper will present a written critique to
the presenter and two copies to the instruct« tl




critique, giving an oral presentation of the critique to the

class. 1If you take one of the earlier class presentations, the
paper can be a little »>re "rough" than those presented on one of
the later dates. Final drafts (two copies) are due Decemt : 15 at

noon. These deadlines are to help you keep on track and avoid
the di iled incomplete. Please make us both happy 21d stick to
them. .ae final paper should be 15-25 pages (c. 225 wnrds,_:r
page), “»ouble-spac 1 with one-inch margins and not inc¢ ading the
bibliography. If your word processing program allows you to do
footnotes rather than end notes, that would be appreciated. It
is not required.

Classroom Participation is an important part of your grade
(though it will not outweigh the importance given to your
performance on written work)! Your discussion in class is an

indication of whether you have done the readings and thought
about them!

Some Questions for consideration

Is there a mono-causal theory explaining the political partition
of Africa?

Should the partition of Africa be considered separate from the
European partition of Latin America and parts of Asia?

What is the historical significance of the political partition,
and does it outweigh--or is it as important as--the economic
dominance established over Africa by European powers?

Wt - is the role of technology and the industrial revolution in
the political partition of Africa?

How did the political partition--and the reasons for their
participation in it--differ between various colonial powers?

How did African responses to the partition differ and what were
some of the reasons for these differing responses?

Course Meetings and Readings
Se :ember 2 - Introduction to the course and each other

September 9 - Research and writing in history: Brad Hughes of
the Writing La

Readings: Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers,
Theses, and Dissertations. Frifth edition. Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1987. (available for purchase in bookstore)

C. Wright Mills, "On Intellectual Craftsmanship,"”
Appendix in The Sociological "—1igination (H61 M5 1977/1967)


















