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Sewminar in Ancient Hisrory
Semester I, 1986-97
TOPIC: TACITUS
Try as he aight, Cornelius Tacitus ceculd not write hiatory withouc

passion, He survived the lagt years of Zmperor Domitian (A.D. 81-56).
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The resulting fascination and ranulsion which he fal cr despets caused
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hinm to brzsk his promise {Histories 1. 1.

»
g
rr
Q

write abcut gocd times.
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Taez dnnals chreniclz instead the more scmbar days of the Julic-Clauwdian

acitus both eiucidates and obscures the history of the early
rincipate, Participanis ia the seminar will side-steps his more noticeable
artemptz to cbfuscate by severzl means -- for example, by measuring the
ﬁehavicr of the Julio-Ciaudians against Roman laws of succession, by
constructing a documentary history of Tiberius' reign, and by separating

supposition from mendacity in the Germania. A paper (suggested maximum

length: 10 te 29 pages) on 2 pertinent topic will be dus at scmester's

The seminar is open to graduate students and qualif{izd undergraduates.
A classicists' redgding group will read the Annals cnc2 a week, during

an hour separate from the seminar's regular meeting time {Mondays, 3:30

to 5:30 P.M.).



