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TOPIC: TACIWS 

Try as he might, Cornelius Tacitus could not write history ~ithou~ 

passion. He surviv~d the last years of ~peror Domitian (A.D. 81-96). 

Th~ resulting fascination and ~epulsion which he felt for despots caused 

him to break his promise (Histories 1 . l. 4) to write about good times. 

T.1e Anna1s ch~onicle instead the more somber days of the Ju1io-Claudian 

emperors. 

Tacitus oath elucidates and obscures the history of the early 

P~incipate. Participants in the se~inar will side-s~e? his more notice3ble 

attempt~ to cbfuscat2 by several means -- for example, by measuring the 

behavior of the Julio-Claudians ~gainst Roman laws of succ~ssion, by 

constructing a documentary htstory of Tiilerius 1 reign, and by separating 

supposition from mendacity in the Germanin. A paper (suggested maximum 

length: 10 to 20 pages} on a pertinent topic vilJ be due at semester's 

end. 

The Beminar is open to graduate students and qual u: .i.ed undergraduates. 

A classicists' re!ding group will read the Annals once a week, during 

en hour separate from the seminar's regular meeting time (Mondays, 3:30 

to 5:30P.M.). 


