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Course Description

Slavery has linked the histories of Africa, Europe, North America,
South America, and the Caribbean. Its history--and legacy--is in this
sense literally international. At the same time, its wide diffusion across
diverse regions, cultures, and historical contexts has complicated the very
definition of "slavery," and has made the institution a fruitful and
controversial area of research and debate in comparative history.

This graduate seminar on slavery has several purposes: to introduce
students to central issues in the historiography of slavery; to study
specific case studies drawn from a wide variety of settings; and to
develop, in our discussions especially, a comparative approach which
actively utilizes insights and findings from "unfamiliar" historical or
cultural settings to reinterpret the history of areas in which we
specialize.

During the course of the semester, we will discuss readings dealing
with the slave experience in the Americas (both North and South, and the
Caribbean), Africa, and Europe. Normally, we will discuss not only the
"core readings" assigned to the seminar as a whole, but also student
review-essays on supplementary readings of direct relevance for the issues
raised in the core readings. Our readings will include case studies as
well as overarching interpretations, anthropological as well as more
conventional historical analyses, older classics as well as recent works.

Proposed Schedule

1. Introduction. January 24.

Or¢ 1izational session. I suggest that we set up a calendar of review-
essays, and that stu :nts unfamiliar with the dimensions of the
Atlantic slave trade look at Philip D. Curtin, The Atlantic Slave
Trade: A Census (Madison, 1969), and Herbert S. Klein, The Middle
Passage: Comparative Studies in the Atlantic Slev~ Trade (Princeton,
1978).

UNIT I. THE COMPARATIVE HISTORY OF SLAVERY IN THE AMERICAS
2. Origins of Slave Societies. January 31.

Core rdng: Edmund S. Moragan. American Slav~~-- Amardmnn Teaadae.

( . 1) Virgiiuia (New IOLK, L1Y/D).
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2. (cont'd)
Supplmtry:

Richard S. Dunn, Sugar and Slaves: The Rise of the Planter
Class in the British West Indies, 1624-1713 (Chapel
Hill, 1972).

Alexander Marchant, From Barter to Slavery: The Economic
Relations of Portuguese and Indians in the Settlement of
Brazil, 1500-1580 (Baltimore, 1942).

Stuart Schwartz, "Indian Labor and New World Plantations:
European Demands and Indian Responses in Northwestern
Brazil," Americ=~ Yistorical Review, 83:1 (Feb., 1978),
43-79.

3. The Shadow of Slavery. February 7.

Core rdng: Frank Tannenbaum, Slave and Ci*‘-~=en: The Negro in the

Americas (New York, 1946).

Marvin Harris, Patterns of Race in the Americas (New York,
1964), 65-94. [Also available in Laura Foner and Eugene
D. Genovese, eds., Slavery in the New World: A Reader
in Comparative History (Prentice Hall, N.J., 1969),
38-59.]

Winthrop D. Jordan, "American Chiaroscuro...," in Foner and
Genovese, eds., Slavery, 189-201.

Eugene D. Genovese, "The Treatment of Slaves in Different
Countries...," in Ibid., 202-210.

Supplmtry:

Carl Degler, Neither Black Nor White: Slavery =4 Race
Relations in Brazil and the United States (New York,
1971).

Verena Martinez-Alier, Marriage, Class and Colour =
Nineteenth-Century Cuba: A Study of P=cial Attitudes
and Sexual Values in a Slave Society (mnew York, 1974).

Stanley H. Elkins, Slavery: A Probler #n 2mari~=n
In=*3tut-~nal and Intellectual Life (Cnicayo, 1959).

Ann J. Lane, ed., The Debate Over Slavery: Stanley Elkins
and His Critics (Urbana, 1971).

Sidney W. Mintz, "Slavery and Emergent Capitalisms," in
Foner and Genovese, eds., Slavery, 27-37.

4. The Variety of Slave Settings. February 14.

Core rdng: Franklin W. Knight, ©'-ve Society in Cuba during the
Nineteenth Cent~-- (Madison, 1970).
Supplmtry:
a) Herbert S. Klein, Slav~-y in the Americas: A Comparative

Study of V' "~"~°"~ -na Cuba (Chicago, 1967).
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8. (cont'd)

Peter Wood, "'I Did the Best I Could for My Day': The
Study of Early Black History During the Second
Reconstruction, 1960 to 1976," William & Mary Quarterly,
35 (1978), 185-225.

Kenneth W. Porter, The Negro on the Frontier (New York,
1971)

William S. Willis, Jr., "Blacks and the Southern Indians,"
in Handbook of North American Indians, volume 14.

9. From Resistance to Insurrection. March 21.

Core rdng: C.L.R. James, The Black Jacobins: ™~~saint T '"uverture and
the -1 ™~~*-q0 Revolution (2nd ed., New rork, 1963).

Supplmtry:

a) Robert Debs Heinl, Written in Blood: the Story of the
Hai**--~ ~eople, 1492-1971 (Boston, 1978).

Charles rrousiin, Les revoltes blanches a Saint-Domingue aux
XVIIe et XVIII siecles (Haiti avant 1789) (Paris,

1975).

Thomas O. Hott, The Haitian Revolution, 1789-1804
(Knoxville, 1973).

Price, ed., Maroon Societies, Part II.

Leslie F. Manigat, "The Relationship Between Marronage and
Slave Revolts and Revolution in St. Domingue--Haiti," in
Vera Rubin and Arthur Tuden, eds., Compare*: -~
Perspectives on Slaver ‘n New World Plantation
Societies (New York, 1w/, 420-473.

b) Eugene D. Genovese, From Rebellion to Revolutic~- Afro-

American S!'=w~ P~v~Tts in the Making of the wew World
(Baton Rouge, 19/9;.

Orlando Patterson, The Sociology of Slavery (London,
1967).

Stephen B. Oates, The Fires of Jubilee: Nat Turner's
Fierce Rebelli~~ (New York, 1975).

F. Roy Johnson, "=~ “at Turner Slave Insur: :tion
(Murfreesboro, 1966).

UNIT II. BEYOND THE AMERICAS.
10. Slavery and Abolition in Capitalist Civilization. April 4.

Core rdng: David B. Davis, ™~ Problem of Slavery in the Age of
Revolution, 1//u-1823 (Ithaca, 1975).
Peter H. Wood, "Negotiating a Settlement in the Long War of
Slavery," Reviews in Americar ""*-~*~~--, 3:3 (Sept.,
1975), 310-316.
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10. (cont'd)
Supplmtry:

a) Eric Williams, Capitali~~ =~d Slavery (Chapel Hill, 1944).
Roger Anstey, "'Capitalism and Slavery': A Critique,” The
Fron~~ic History Re' " w, 2nd ser., XXI (1968), 307-320.

Royer anstey, The Atlantic Slave Trade and British

Ab~1i+i~= .-~ 1810 (London, 1975).

Stanley L. rnyerman, "The Slave Trade and British Capital
Formation in the Eighteenth Century: A Comment on the
Williams Thesis," Business History Revi-~w, XLVI
(Winter, 1972), 430-443.

Seymour Drescher, Econocide: British Slavery in the Era of
Abolition (Pittsburgh, 1977).

b) Emilia Viotti da Costa, D= ~~nzala E colonial (2nd ed.,
Sao Paulo, 1982).
Fernando Henrique Cardoso, Capitalismo e escravic__ no
Brasil meridional (._. Paulo, 1962).
Jacob Gorender, O escravismo colonial (Sdo Paulo, 1978).

c) Barrington Moore, Jr., Social Origins of Dictatorship and
Democracy: Lord and Peasant in the Making of **»~
Modern World (Boston, 1966), 111-155.

Eric Foner, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men: The Ideology
of the Republican Party before the Civil War (New York,
1970).

Eric Foner, "“The Causes of the American Civil War: Recent

Interpretations and New Directions," Ci+w*' ™ar History,
20:3 (Sept., 1974), 197-214.

11. Muslim Slavery in Comparative Perspective. April 11.

Core rdng: Frederick Cooper, Plantation Slavery on the East Coast of
Africa (New Haven, 1977).

Supplmtry: Frederick Cooper, From ¢l=wn- t~ e~»~*ters: Plantation
Labor and Agriculture 1~ -v=nzipar and Coastal Kenvya,
1890-1925 (New Haven, 1lysuj.
Allan G.B. Fisher and Humphrey J. Fisher, Slavery and
Muslim Society in Africa (Garden City, New York, 1971).

12. The Problematic Meaning of "Slavery": African Perspectives. April 8.

Core rdng: Suzanne Miers and Igor Kopytoff, eds., Slavery in Africa:
Historical and Anthropological Perspectives (Madison,
1977), Parts I, II, III, VIII.

Supplmtry:

Miers and Kopytoff, eds.
Claude Meillassoux,

, Slavery, Parts IV-VII.
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Assigr._,..\i-n anA /*.—-,A-'nq—

This seminar will emphasize discussion and debate. The most important
assignment is to think through the issues, arguments, and implications of
the : 1dings, and to contribute your critical thoughts and insight
actively and articulately in discussion. Collectively, we will strive for
a comparative approach, but one which is also sensitive to the
particularities of specific regions and case studies.

About every other week, a team of two students will lead the
discussion for about an hour, and I will lead discussion during the second
hour. During the weeks in which I lead the entire discussion, students
will turn in a brief paragraph indicating their response to the readings
two hours before the seminar begins. I will review the student comments as
I prepare for discussion.

Students may elect one of three options for writing assignments.

Option 1: a short critical review of the core reading of a given week
(5-8 pages), and a "single-credit" review-essay on
supplementary readings and their implications for a given
week's core readings (10-15 pages).

Option 2: a "double-credit" review-essay on a substantial amount of
supplementary readings, and their implications for a given
week's core readings and topic (20-30 pages).

Option 3: a research essay on a comparative topic (ca. 40 pages).

The short critical essays are due at the beginning of the seminar
sessions in which the work under review will be discussed. The
single-credit and double-credit review-essays are due by Tuesday at 3:45
p.m. in 3211 Humanities during the week to whose core reading the essay
pertains. All members of the seminar will read the review-essays before
the Friday seminar meeting. Research papers are due by Friday, May 11.
Those who wish to submit a first draft of research papers must do so by
Friday, April 4.

The review-essays should strive to build a sense of connection and
implication that allows supplementary readings to enrich our understanding
and discussion of core readings and topics. The essays should normally
present a succinct explication of the major findings and arguments of the
supplement: r r¢ 1lings; a critical analysis of the merits and weaknesses of
the readings; and a substantive discussion of the implications of the
supplementary readings for the topic and core readings of the week. The

precise way you weave together these various functions is open, of course,
since you are author and critic.

The syllabus lists possible clusters of supplementary readings, but
these are points of departure rather than rigid assignments. Normally,
about two supplementary books will suffice for the purposes of a
"single-credit" review-essay, while a "double-credit" essay will analyze
the equivalent of about four major books.

Students working on a review-essav for a varticular week mav choose to
‘ p" 1 tl : the
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review-essay is due. The "designated skip" does not completely liberate
the student from the core readings. The student should still read
carefully any review-essays submitted during the week "skipped," and will
also be expected to skim the core readings. Students who choose a
"designated skip" should write me a note confirming the skip two weeks in
advance.

Grading will be weighted as follows: 50% written work, 50% class
discussion. In Option 1, the review-essay counts one-third, and the short
critique one-sixth.
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