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Description

In the last five years, the nineteenth century in Latin America has
received an unusually large and creative amount of attention from
historians. Considered before to be one of the "backwaters" of historical
research, where traditional political ar military history reigned supreme,
the nineteenth century is now emerging as o1 of the periods in Latin
American history with the greatest potential for theoretical and
methodological innovation. This course will attempt an assessment of this
poter lal, both for Latin America and in comparative perspective, by
examining some of the recent literature in the context of broad historical
and theoretical questions.

Requirements

1) Each student will pick a topic and week from the syllabus according to
his/her research interests. She/he will be responsible for elaborating
questions for discussion for that week, to be typed and copied by the
1 lay before the session and available to the 1 of the class.

2) By tl end of each unit, the students responsible for the weeks of that
unit will prepare, in consultation with the professor, additional
bibliographies (of about eight to ten additional titles) on their
topics. These will serve two purposes: first, as the basis for a 15-
20-page historiographical essay, due at the end of the semester; and
second, they will go into tl elaboration of a longer bibliography on
nineteenth-century history and related issues that will be available to
everyone in the course by the end of the semester.

)} In b 1 15 of tt : ol will sct lule three (ratl - th
two) sessions to discuss rough drafts of the historiographical essays,
as a "state-of-the-literature" review and critique of each others'
papers.

4) Grading: Class participation: 50%

Historiographical Essay: 50%
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