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(PART I)

This graduate seminar highlights lan< irk books, topics, and debates
relevant to the social history and political economy of colonial Latin
America. Its reading list and assignments provide a sense for the
contours' of the historiography in these fields, and invite us to share
the excitement of recent research.

The instructor begins with four premises:

1. The colonial Latin American experience, while important in its own
right, is also an inescapable prerequisite for those seriously interested
in the study of post-colonial history. Given the existence of large
indigenous populations for whom the "colonial question" remains very much
alive, and given the uneven, regionally varied, and often non-linear
patterns of change in 19th- and 20th- century Latin America, problems and
issues in colonial social history and political economy resonate into the
modern era.

2. The distinction between "social history" and "political economy” is a
limited one. The actions of social groups, including non-elite people,
had an important impact on economic life, and colonial political economy
structured social life in crucial ways. From this perspective, there-
fore, "social history" and "political economy” are not well understood in
isolation of one another.

3. Our purpose in seminar is not s: »ly to "cover information," but also
to engage debates, explo: 1implications, interpret significances, and
sharpen our critical tools as historians. It goes without saying that
one cannot do these tasks well without ¢ ;0 ¢ esting a considerable
amount of empirical information. We also car »t live up to our mandate
unless we all approach the seminar as a collective effort requiring
everyone’s active and sometimes vociferous involvement. T¢I 3 is your
seminar.

4. 1In one semester, it is useless to try to touch on all topics or
historiographies relevant to colonial Latin : rica. In the fields of
social history and political economy, our re: ng list contains glaring
omissions. Student papers will undoubtedly compensate for some of these.
(Note: We are giving only modest attention to the considerable litera-
ture on slavery in part because I offer a Comparative World History
seminar on slavery.) In addition, entire fields are slighted. A Latin
American historian should know, for example, the rich tradition in
intellectual and cultural history associated with Mario Géngora, Lewis
Hanke, John Tate Lanning, Irving Leonard, Richard Morse, Edmundo
























History 730 9 Steve Stern

4wy .. ~

Rdng: Stanley J. Stein and Barbara H. Stein, Th- “olo1”’
Lat“~_ :rica (New York, 370),
and

_ :udent papers.

Suggested topics: The panel topic as )plied to particular regions: the
Andes, Argentina, Venezuela, Mexico, Cuba, Brazil,
etc.

~~IR; iITS D _GRADING

There are two course assignments: oral participation, and preparation of
a review-essay to be discussed in the three student workshops. The
review-essays will incorporate considerable extra readii ;, including
older "classics" not in the assigned readings.

The success of the seminar depends on the quality of our weekly discus-
sions and debates. Please think through the issues, arguments, and
implications of the readings, and please contribute your thoughts and
insights to the discussion. I hope that we will create an atmosphere
that is reasonably relaxed, yet animated and articulate. Oral participa-
tion will include not only general week-to-week discussion, but also
specific roles in the student workshops.

The review-essay (15-25 pages) will analyze a significant problem in the
history of colonial latin America, and draw out explicitly the i ilica-
tions of supplementary readings and paper topics for our understanding of
the assigned core readings and topics in the seminar. The main objective
is analysis of a historical problem based on more ample readings. A
secondary objective is to present clearly the interpretations, findings,
and controversies at the heart of major works omitted from our core
readings. In other words, we will digest some of the historiogra; -
through collaborative research and reading — a division of labor in a
collective venture. Extra readings for these papers wil normally amount
to the equivalent of 5-8 major works, in addition to the assigned core
readings.

.or some paper topics, the relationship between historical and historio-
graphical analysis may be very closely intertwined. For others, the
tension between the two may be great. To alleviate the potential con-
flict, and to free authors to focus more on history than historiography,
authors should append a brief annotated bibliography in which annotations
of 2-3 ines suffice to present the gist of a work on its own terms,
thereby freeing you to be more selective and decisive in the ways you
draw on works in the text of your papers. When the argument of a work
(on its own terms) is clear in the text of your essay, your annotation
may simply note: "Discussed in text."
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For each stw 1t workshop, papers to be discussed on Friday will be due
the preceding Monday at 3:00 p.m. to give ample time to al students to
read them oughtfully. We will probably organize the discussion around
the comments of :-udents serving as discussants of the papers.

All pi ers must be double-spaced, with the printed or typed letters dark
and easy to read. We are all intellectuals, and we read tens of thou-
sands of pages each year. Let us be courteous to our eyes. Draft mode
dot matrix print-outs a: for drafts, not for final copies of papers! I
will return faint or fuzzy print unread.

Grading will be weighted roughly as follows: 50% written work, 50% class
discussion.
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