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SYLLABUS —- Part I

B

inar highlights landmark books, topics, and debates relevant to
y and political economy of colonial Latin America. Its reading
1ts should give us a sense for the contours of the historio-
.elds, and should invite us to share the excitement of recent
1inar asks participants not only to analyze particular books,
.ence in researching and analyzing historiography.

yins with four premises:

11 Latin American experience, while important in its own
11lso an inescapable pre-requisite for those seriously

in the study of post-colonial history. Given the existence
1digenous populations for whom the "colonial question' re-
much alive, and given the uneven, regionally varied, and
linear patterns of change in the 19th and 20th century Latin
roblems and issues in colonial social history and political
sonate into the modern era.

:tion between "social history'" and "political economy" is a
2. The actions of social groups, including non-elite people,

had an ir._.ortant impact on economic life, and colonial political

economy conditioned social life in crucial ways.

From this point of

view, "social history" and "political economy" are not well understood
in isolat”>n of one another.
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> in seminar is not simply to '"cover information,' but also,

and most especially, to engage debates, explore implications, inter-
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merica. In the fields of social
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:nsate for some of these. (Note: We
: literature on slavery in part because
seminar that studies slaveryv.) In

A 1
1 in intellectual and cultural history
Hanke, John Tate Lanning, Irving
‘man, J.M. Ots Capdequi, John L. Phelan,
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Please note that this syllabus is divided into two parts. Pa
lists of supplementary readings related to each week's readii
supplementary lists will help students identify key works for
graphy papers (see "Course Assignments and Grading" below), a
Ph.D. students in Latin American history to identify further
to digest for prelims.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING

There are three course requirements: oral participation, a sl
on assigned readings, and a longer essay based on extra readi

Active participation in discussion is fundamental for the suc
and will count fully 457 towards the final grade. I expect s
enter our meetings prepared to articulate and to defend their
to join in the give-and-take and debate which makes intellect
rewarding.

The short review essay (ca. 5-8 pages) should be a critical a:
readings (or a portion of them). Normally, such an essay wou
analysis of the author's assumptions and questions; the reaso
method used to develop his or her argument; the author's conc

art I -- page two.
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will also help
rks they will need

rt review essay
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ss of the seminar,
inar members to
ritical reflections,
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lysis of the week's
provide a close

ng, evidence, and

sions and insights,

and their validity; and the book's implications (whether the __thor intended them

or not). How much space you devote to each of these topics w'’

partly on the particular readings you review. This paper cou

~* the start of the <eminar session devoted to the readings ai._

rou may choose any or ine readings assigned for Weeks 3-9 for

The longer essay (ca. 25 pages) will analyze critically eith
graphy of a particular field in colonial Latin American histo:
literature on women in Spanish America), or a specialized top
research in historiographically significant works (example: «
history of the central valleys of Chile and Mexico). In eith
expect the author to identify, from a much larger bibliograph
or six most significant works related to the paper topic. In
should write a few comments (5-8 lines) on the historiographi
each of these works, and append the annotations to the biblio
will present and debate these 'state of the literature" and "
during Weeks 13-15 of the semester. The papers will count 40
grade.

Please note that I will not grant "Incomplete' grades except
family or medical emergencies.

QOBENINT F

Woal 1 Introduction. Sept. 4.
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William B. Taylor, "Landed Society in New Spain: A
View from the South," Hispani~ A~~~?-~~ Historical
Review, 54:3 (August, 1974), so0/-415.

David A. Brading, "Government and Elite in Late Colonial
Mexico," Ibid., 53:3 (Aug., 1973), 389-414.

Week 8. State, Village, and Plebe: Resistant "Subcultures." Oct. 23.

Reading:

William B. Taylor, Drinking, Homicide and Rebellion in
C~Tonial Mexican Y#'lages (Stanford, 1979).

James Lockhart, "Views of Corporate Self and History in
Some Valley of Mexico Towns: Late Seventeenth and
Eighteenth Centuries," in George A. Collier et al., eds.,
The Inca and *~+~~ Sro+r~- /NN TQNANM.  Arnehropology and
HiStOrz (New Yuiw, 1vocy, our=svo.

Week 9. The Structure of Gender, Race, and Class. Oct. 30.

Reading:

Verena Martinez-Alier (currently V. Stolcke), M~~+iage,
Class and Colour in Nineteenth-Century Cuba: A ocudy of
Racial Attitudes and Sexual Values in a Slave Society
(Cambridge, 1974).

Ramén Gutiérrez, "Honor Ideology, Marriage Negotiation,
and Class-Gender Domination in New Mexico, 1690-1846,"
Tatin American Perspectives, 44 (Winter, 19853), 81-104.

Margaret A. Villanueva, "From Calpixqui to Corregidor:
Appropriation of Women's Cotton Textile Production in Early
Colonial Mexico," Ibid., 17-40.

Week '™ The Economic System Considered as a Totality. Nov. 6.

Reading:

Enrique Semo, Historia del capit~liemn ~n Mixico: los
orféenes, 1521-1763 (Mexico, 1975).

Steve J. Stern, "New Directions in Andean Economic History:
A Critical Dialogue with Carlos Sempat Assadourian," Latin
American Perspectives, 44 (Winter, 1985), 133-148. See
airso Stern's comments on colonial economy in introductory
essay to same journal issue.

Week 11. The Bourbon Reforms and the Crisis of the State. Nov. 13.

Reading:

Tahn T Phalan Tha Pannla ﬂn.d +thAa Kain~e

(
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Richard M. Morse, "Toward a Theory of Spanish American
Government,'" Journal of the History of Ideas, 15:1
(Jan., 1954), 71-93,

Week 12. The Independence Wars. Nov. 20,

Reading: George Reid Andrews, 'Spanish American Independence: A
Structural Analysis,'" Latin American Percrnrtivng 44
(Winter, 1985), 105-132,

John Lynch, The Spanish-American Revolutions, 1808-1826
(New York, 1973).

Weeks 13-
15. Nov. 27, Dec. 4, Dec. 11,

Presentation and discussion of student essays.



