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Course Description

This graduate seminar highlights landmark books, topics, and debates relevant to the
social history and political economy of colonial Latin America. Its reading list and
assignments should give us a sense for the contours of the historiography in these fields,
and should invite ue to share the excitement of recent research. The seminar asks
participants not o1 y to analyze particular books, but to gain experience in researching
and analyzing histc iography.

The instructor begins with four premises:

1) The colonial Latin American experience, while important in its own right, is also
an inescapable pre-requisit for tho: seriously interested in the study of post-
colonial history. Given the existence of large indigenous populations for whom the
"colonial question' remains very much alive, and given the uneven, regionally varied,
and often non- inear patterns of change in 19th and 20th century Latin America,
problems and issues in colonial social history and political economy resonate into
the modern er:

2) The distinction between "social history" and "political economy" is a-limited one.
The actions of social groups, including non-elite people, had an important impact
on economic life, and colonial peolitical economy conditioned social life in crucial
ways. From tl ;5 point of view, "social history' and "political economy” are not
well understoc in isolation of one another.

3) Our purpose in seminar is not simply to "cover information,'" but also, and most
especially, to engage debates, explore implications, interpret significances, and
sharpen our critical tools as historians. It goes without saying that one cannot
perform the latter tasks well without digesting a considerable amount of empirical
information.

4) In one semester, it is useless to try to touch on all topics or historiographies
relevant to colonial Latin America. In the fields of social history and political
economy, our reading list contains glaring omissions. Student papers will
undoubtedly c¢ sensate for some of these. (Note: We are not dealing with the
considerable | :erature on slave _ part because I offer a Comparative World
History seminar that studies slavery.) 1In addition, entire fields are left out.

A Latin American historian should know, for example, the rich tradition in
intellectual : 1 cultural history associated with Mario Géngora, Lewis Hanke, John
Tate Lanning, Irving Leonard, Richard Morse, Edmundo O'Gorman, J. M. Ots Capdequi,
John I.. Phelan, Silvio Zavala, and others.

Course Assigrm~m*~ an* 7-7 -~

There are three course requirements: oral participation, a short review essay on
assigned readings, and a longer essay based on extra readings.



History 730

Course Assignments and Grading (Continued)

Active participation in discussion is fundamental for the suc
and will count fully 45% towards the final grade. I expect seminec
meetings prepared to articulate and to defend their critical refle
give-and-take and debate which make intellectual discussion rewarc

The short review essay (ca. 5-8 pages) should be a critical :
readings (or a portion of them). Normally, such an essay would p1
of the author's assumptions and questions; the reasoning, evidence
develop his or her argument; the author's conclusions and insighte
and the book's implications (whether the author intended them or 1
you devote to each of these topics will of course depend partly ot
‘readings you review. This paper counts 157, and is due at the st:
session devoted to the readings analyzed in the paper. §6h‘55y cl
readings assigned for Weeks 2-9 for this paper.

The longer essay (ca. 25 pages) will analyze critically eithe
of a particular field in colonial Latin American history (example:
women in Spanish America), or a specialized topic that requires re
graphically significant works (example: comparative hacienda hist
valleys of Chile and Mexico). In either case, I would expect the
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to the paper topic.

In addition, the author should write a few comments (5-6 lines) on

the historiographical significance of each of these works, and apr-ad the annotations

to the bibliography.
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40% towards the final grade.

Students will present and debate these "stat of the literature"

special topics" papers during Weeks 12-15 of the semester. 1 2 papers will count

Please note that I will not grant "Incomplete" grades except in cases of severe

family or medical emergencies.

Schedule

Week 1. Introduction. August 31.
Organization meeting. No assigned readings for discussic
with cc¢ osnial Latin American history are advised to read
4= A—~wi-~3 (New York, 1966), for background. This littl
way rur wore experienced students to brush up.

Week 2. The "World-System' and Its Critics. Sept. 7.

Reading: Immanuel Wallerstein, The Moder» World-System.

Students unfamiliar

harles Gibson, Spain
text is also a good

Capitalic+ Agriculture

and the Origins of the European World-Economy in the oixteenth

Century (New York, 1976).
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25-92.
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"The Origins of Capitalist Development:
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