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Much of what is significant in modern and contemporary historiography (and social
theory) has been influenced by -- or is a reaction to —— the Marxist theory of
history. Karl Marx's historical views and assumptions hardly are infallable but
they are unavoidable for anyone who is serious about understanding the history of
the >dern world and modern historical writings. This seminar is offered to pro-
vide an introduction to Marxist historical theory through discussions based on
critical readings of the original writings of Marx and Eng =s. Topics to be con-
side: | include: Marx's theory of alienation; the concept of the ''mode of pro-
duction;'" the nature of socio-historical periodization; the theory of class
struggle; Marx's analysis of capitalism; the Marxist theory of the state; Marx's
conception of revolution, the notion of "the dictatorship of the proletariat," and
his vision of communism; the theory of 'the Asiatic mode of production,' the no-
tion of "Oriental despotism," and, more generally, pre-capitalist social forma-
tions; Marx's views on imperialism and colonialism; the question of the rela-
tionship between socialism and economic backwardness in Marxist theory and the
place of the peasantry in modern history; and the relationship between Marxist
historical theory and 20th -century Communist revolutions.

Seminar meetings will be dev¢ 2d to discussions based primarily on readings of the
original works of Marx and Engles, supplemented by a limited number of selections
from secondary works. Such commentaries as may be offered by the instructor will
be brief and informal.

Seminar participants are requested, although it is not obligatory, to prepare a
short paper or oral report (10-15 minutes) sometime during the course of the
semester relevant to one of the topics listed below. Such presentations should
be brief, informal and provocative -- raising questions for discussion and debate.

Seminar members are required to write a paper of about 20 typewritten pages on an
aspect of (or problem in) Marx's theory of history, on the modern history of the
theory, or on the application of the theory to a specific historical situation or
problem. It is assumed that the paper will reflect familiarity with assigned
readings and seminar discussions. There will be no examinations. Some time will
be set aside during the last month of the semester for discussion and criticism of
papers (or initial drafts of papers).

You need purchase only Tk~ Marx-Fngl~~ P~~“~~, second revised and enlarged edition,
edited by Robert C. Tucker; (Norton, 1v/o,; and Robert C. Tucker, Th~ M~w=win~p

Prontisjnnmery Td-~a (Norton, 1969). Other readings will be available on iescrve
1 wue Hiscory wvepartment Library (4257 Humanities) and/or in Helen White Library.
Plr~~~ Mote: The seminar will not meet on Oct. 30 or Nov. 20. However, there
wirr ve additional meetings on Tuesday evening Nov. 4 and Tuesday evening Dec. 2.


















XIII. Socialism and Economic Backward~~~s (Dec. 4)

1. ™k~ Prgsantry in Marxist Theory

Engels, Tk~ Promn-  Wew i Cgrmones ~( cerpts in Marx and Engels, R~~ic
Writi-< ou rurriics and rniios _1'_11, ed. by L. Feuer, PP- 413—3/).

Also, review The Eighteent® Rrumaire f [~»is Bonaparte and the
Manifesto in Marx-Engies Reader op. cit.

2. Marx and the Russian Populists

Readings:

Marx, letter of 1877, in Basic Writi~~< (ed. by Feuer), pp. 438-41.

Engels, "On Social Relations in Russia," Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 665-75.

Marx, "Reply to Vera Zasulich,'" Marx-Engles Reader, p. 675.

Teodor Shamin, Late Marx and The Russian Road (NY 1983), pp. 3-33.

Supplementary Readings:

David Mitrany, Marx Against the Peasantry

Alexander Gersche: ron, Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective

Adam Ulam, The Unfinished Revolution

A. Walicki, The Controversy Over Capitalism (Oxford, 1969), pp. 132-94,

Discussion of papers.



XIV. Marxisr =»nd Communist Revolutions (Dec. 11)

Readir~--

Tucker, The Marxian Revolutionary Idea, chs. 5 & 6.

Discussion of papers.

Final copies of papers are due no later than Friday, Dec. 12.



Pintnee &7/ Qaminar: The Marxist Theory of Pé~troww Meisner
Fall 1986
I. Introductory Meeting: Problems in the Study of Marxist Thno~r- ~ (Sept. 4)
IT. Histo 1e Marxian Historical Worldview (Sept. 11)
Readings:

Introduction to The Ma»~ Fr~ln~ Pranda- (edited by Robert C. Tucker;
second revised anu euntargeu eurviun; Norton, 1978) pp. xix—xxxviii.

Marx and Engles, Manifesto of the Comrwric+t Porte Mare Wnglae Reader,
pp. 469-500.

Robert C. Tucker, T~ M--<xjan Revolwtinnnwrs Tdan  (Ch, 1,

The more useful interpretative surveys of Marxist historical theory
include:

George Li Survey (Praeger);
Shlomo Av -1 Marx (Cambridge);
M. Bober, ird) ;

G.D.H. Co 1850-90 (MacMillan);
Maurice C

William S

Robert C.

Hal Drape



