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The passage of time now makes it possible to study the Vietnam wars
properly. The gridlock of hawk and dove in this country has broken, and the
last few years have seen the publication of large numbers of good=-quality
studies that provide meat to chew on.

Sessions 2 through 14 ( #1 is preliminary, #15 is waived, so student
members can catch up with their other courses) will be devoted to six broad
topics rougly as follows:

A. (weeks 2-4) Vietnamese history: to 1802; 19th century (Nguyen
dynasty, French conquest); 1900-45 (Colonialism, nationalism,
Japanese occupation).

B. (weeks 5-7) The three phases of the 30 Years War: 1945-54

. (French phase); 1954-64 (North and South Vietnam separated);

1965-75 (Johnson-Nixon wars).

C. (weeks 8-9) The 30 Years War ‘~-~ide Vietnamese society: local

. histories, captured documents, piography
D. (weeks 10-11) US policy & actions; domestic US politics

E. (week 12) American troops in Vietnam, and returning as vets:
fiction, reportage, current issues

F. (weeks 13-14) The wider war spilling out into the Vietnamese
highlands, Laos, Cambodia and war with China: to 1975; from
1975 to date.

Procedures

The main business of a colloquium is to work collectively through a large
body of writings. The management will supply an extensive bibliography
indicating which books can be found in Reserve, in a special collection housed
in the History Dept Library, and in various other libraries on campus. There
will be a required course-pack of articles on sale at a local zerox extablish-
ment, and a map and perhaps several books at the bookstores. For each session
there will be a list of relevant works. Most sessions from #4 to #14 will be
chaired by one or two student members (depending on numbers enrolled) who will
be responsible for writing and distributing beforehand a brief survey and
essay on the major issues and for guiding the discussion. In cases where
the session reading lists are long (most) we will divide up readings
beforehand; each person will be responsible for conveying the gist of
such works to the class as a whole,

Grading Grading will be based 50-50 on class discussion and a research
paper of 20-25 pages

Admission This is a econsent=aof-instructor course. Students wha are

week.



