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COURSE DESCRIPTION

As a historical figure, Jesus of Nazareth is elusive because the
earliest testimony about him is sparse or one-sided, and because he 1is a
figure of differing importances for three great religious communities in
today's world--Judaism, Christianity and Islam. It is therefore difficult
and challenging to study his origins, career and teachings.

FORMAT

The weekly meeting times (Tuesdays, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.) will be used
primarily to present reports on assigned topics. Each report will take up
approximately one hour. Students should plan to use one-half of the hour
to present the report, so that the other half-hour can be spent in dis-
cussion of the topic at hand. A schedule of reports should be available by
the second week of the term.

While participants are preparing their reports, they will select a
term paper topic--preferably one which concerns the subject of the collo-
guium--by the third week of the term. They will hand in a first draft of
the term paper by Friday of the ninth week of the term, and a second draft
(revised in accordance with the instructor's comments and the student's own
second thoughts) by the day and hour assigned in the timetable for the
final examination. The suggested maximum length of the second draft:
between ten and twenty pages.

GRADING SYSTEM

First draft of paper 30%, second draft 35%, discussion section reports
35% of final grade.

READINGS

&%$ M. Cary and H. Scullard, A HISTORY OF ROME. 3rd ed.
*2$ THE NEW TESTAMENT OF THE JERUSALEM BIBLE.
*2$ E. H. Pagels, THE GNOSTIC GOSPELS.
%$ E. J. Bickerman, FROM EZRA TO THE LAST OF THE MACCABEES.
%S CHENOBOSKION MANUSCRIPTS: THE NAG HAMMADI LIBRARY IN ENGLISH.
$$ M. R. James, THE APOCRYPHAL NEW TESTAMENT.
*%$ Flavius Josephus, THE JEWISH WAR. Tr. E. Smallwood. Viking Penguin/
Penguin Paperback.
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*%S$ THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS IN ENGLISH. Tr. G. Vermes. Viking Penguin/
Penguin Paperback.

*2¢$ THE APOCRYPHA. Tr. E. Goodspeed. Random House/Vintage Paperback.

&%S G. Vermes, JESUS THE JEW. Fortress Press/Paperback.

&%S E. Schurer, HISTORY OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE IN THE TIME OF JESUS. Ed. N.
Glazer. Schocken Books/Paperback.

#$ J. M. Allegro, THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS. Viking Penguin/Penguin Paperback.

#S$ Philo Judaeus, ON THE EMBASSY TO GAIUS (Volume 10 of the Loeb Classical
Library edition of Philo/Harvard University Press).

#$ TACITUS: THE ANNALS OF IMPERIAL ROME. Tr. M. Grant. Viking/Penguin
Penguin Paperback.

#$ TACITUS: THE HISTORIES. Tr. K. Wellesley. Viking Penguin/Penguin
Paperback.

* required purchase available at the bookstores; & optional purchase (book-
stores); % available 3-hour reserve in H.C. White (no. 1191); # available
3-day reserve in H.C. White (no. 1191); $ available but non-circulating in
History Library (4257 Humanities, weekdays 8:30-11:30 a.m., 1-3:30 p.m.)


























