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COURSE TlTLI 

The r.ivil War Era, 1848-1877 
. ) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

I~STIUJC'l'OR 

Sewell 

This course p-robes the causes, nature, and conoequenees of the American Civil War. 
Beginning vith an examination of American society at the close of. the Mexican W3r . 
it explore~ the roote of the sectional conflict ·durinR the 1850's, and exaadnes 
the reasons for the failure of compromise attempts to avert civil war. Attention 
is paid to the political, constitutional, ·social, econouic, diplomatic and military 
histo~; of the ~ar years both to understand the basis of the North's victory over 
the South snd tne triumoh of nationalism and modernization to which the war contri­
buted. P£rticular emphasis is given to the related questions of slavery and race-­
before, during, and after the Civil War--and to the radical atte~t to guarantee 
equal riRhta of citizenship to Southern blacks during Reconstruction. 

LECTURES 

Three laet.ures a week. 

waitTIN ASSIQfMENTS and. BJAKINATIONS 

Two hour exams (option {}f substituting paper for eecond hour axam) plus final . 
Ail Gxaaa essay-type. Comprehensive final. 

9,RADING SYS'fE!! 

A-11 

REgUIRED lEADIHGS 
Steven Channing, Crisis of Fear: Secessi~n in South Carolina 
r~or~e ?rederickson, The Inner Civil War 
Albion Tourgee, A Fool's Errand · 
Ja~e Roark, Masters Without:S:fav~s 
David Donald, Liberty and Union 


