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COURSE __!iSh 

392 

COUltSE TITlE ----··-
Women in History 

COURS£ DESCRIPTION 

·;. ...... r 1980-81 ---
:rgSJ:RUCTOR 
--~~----

Ria tory 392 sut-veys 'fJOtr-.en in American history, concentrating <.!pon th~ peri.:>d 1 <3 }G-
1950, Four thetr.as z-ecei'l'!. Sj)Scia\. att~t!.l.icm; chP.ng:!:r..g C u·:ura:'. J~finiti:Jn<~ .~f 
wom.ar. • attitud~" toward s: • .xua.lity and !am:U.y; '-'tlrne·a. in t:h~ la~o·t icr"'~·•'i .:md tb~ 
pursuit o£ aexcal equalic:y. 

LECTURES 

Three lecturoa and one discussiofi each waek. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS and ·EX}JflEAT!ONS 

Three exams including an in-class final and eithe.r take-home or in-clesa 6 week and 
'12 week axams, The choice of·exa.-n format to be decided upon by the class. 

GRADING SYSTEl-t 
6 week exam: 20%; 12 week oxam: 20%; final exam: 50%; diacuasion section 
performance: 10% 

REQUIRED R~ADINGS 

Louisa May Alcott, Little Women 
William Chafe, The American Worr.an, 1920-1970 
Kate Chopin, The Awakeninp, 
Jean Friedman & \Ulliam Shndc, Our Arncrican Sisters 
Toni ~rrison. The Blt~~ Eye 
tt'.~.:..e.m Schneir.t FemirU.em: The l!ssential_!!istorical l~ritin6~ 
.io 7rt>eman, 'th.!...~.,_t.\es of '..lo~er:.' s l.ioeration 



~ 

History 392 Women in History Lindstrom 

Required TextR: 

Alcott. L.H., ~ittle Women 

Chaf·~) W. , Jhe Americsu Won.ilall: Her Changing Social, Economic: v and Political 
Role3, 1~20-1970 

Cbopi..11, 'K., ,The Awakenins 

Fre~, J., The Politics of Wpmen'e Liberation 

Prii'Ad1181l, J.E., and W.G. Shade, ~American Sisters 

Horriaon, T., The Blue.et Eye 

SchDeir, M. , l'eainism: The Essential Historical Writ ina 

Sept. s 
7 

Sept. 10 
12 
14 

badt 

Sept. 17 
19 
21 

Read: 

Sept. 24 
26 
28 

Read: 

Oct. 1 
3 
5 

Unit 1: to 1865 

Theaaa in Women's History 
No class 

The Colonial Family 
Pre-Industrial Work Patterns 
Women's Status on the Ev~ of the Revolution 

Friedman and Shade, pp. 5-51, 76-92 

· '.nle Cult of True Womanhood: I 
The Cult of True Womanhood: II 
The Feminization of Religion and Culture 

Alcott 

Work in tnd~strializing America 
Womcm in Slavery 
Missionary, Moral Reform and Anti-Slavery Socities 

Friedman and Shade, pp. 93-162 
Schneir, pp. 49-61 

Origins of the Women's Righta Movem.ent 
Legal and Educational Advances to 1865 
EXAM 

Reads Schnair, pp. 2-24, 35-48 e 62·-131 



Oct. 8 
lC 
12 

RP.&d: 

Oct. 15 
17 
19 

laadt 

Oct. 22 
24 
26 

Unit II~ 1865-1930 

Reconetructlon and WoUian 's RightR 
Ed~catiou a~d ~he Prof£ssions 
Social ?eminism 

Pri~dman and Shade. pp. 252-61, 301-12, Schnoir, pp. 1~2-59, 
212-27 

Black Women in Refona 
Continuin.g Women's Rights Battles 
The WO'DUU!. Question 

Chopin; !'riedman and Shade, . pp. 233-51 

WOmen in the Marketplace 
Women in Trade Unions 
Charlotte Perk~s Tilman 

J..ed: Friedaan and Shade, pp. 283-300, Scbneir, pp. 23Q-86 

'Oct. 29 

31 
Kov. 2 

Read& 

HOY. 5 
7 
9 

lead& 

Nov. 12 
14 
16 

Militant Peminia: Margsrat Sanger 
BuDa Goldman 

Accommodation Within the Suffrage Movement 
Winning the Vote 

Friedman and Shade, pp. 262-82p Scbneir, pp. 285-343 

1920s: Decline of Feminis& 
1920s: Anti-Feminist Undercurrents 
IXAM 

Chafe, pp. 25-132; hiedman and Shade, pp. 323-44 

Unit III: Since 1930 

Women in Film 
"Gold-diggers of 1933" 
"Mildred PierceQ' 

Read: Friedllan and Shade, pp. 366-85 

Nov. 19 
21 

Women in the Home: I 
Women in the Home~ II 

No discussion 

Nov. 26 
28 
30 

Read: 

Women it~ th£: Labot" Market 
Ambivalent Legacy of Eleanor Roosevelt 
World War II and the Baby Boom 

Chafe, PP• 135-225 I 
I 

I 



Dec. 3 
5 
7 

Read; 

Dee. 10 
12 
14 

Read: 

,, 

The 1950s 
Rebirth of Feminism 
Legislative Progr~ 

Chafe, pp. 226-254; Freeman 

Re-evaluating Sexuality end the Family 
Backlaah? 
Review 

Morrison; Friedm&n and Shade, pp. 417-29 

/ 


