








MADISON, WISCONSIN 53706

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY PHONE: 608-263-1800

3211 HUMANITIES BUILDING
455 NORTH PARK STREET

January 2, 1985

TTYTBOOK REQIFTerMouTe SEMESTER I™ *7°9%-1985
Nat! 1 Peters
History 247 - AMERICAN BUSINESS HISTORY

Anticipated Enrollment  75-100

REQUIRED:

Zeith Bryant, Jr. and Henry Dethloff, A History of #A—~»f~~n Business
(Prentice Hall).

Harold C. Livesay, Ame-*--1 Made (Little-Brown)

J. Patrick Wright, On a Clear Day You Can See General Motors, (Avon
Books)

OPTIONAL:

Alr : Chandler, Jr., ™~ Yi-ikla | 1d (PB) (Har' 'd University
‘ess)

NP:abo



American Breiness llistory

History 247

Nathan Peters
Spring 1985

Required Texts:

Keith Bryant, Jr. and Henry C. Dethloff, # Wietory of Americe~ Rusiness

Harold C, Livesay, A—r~>irnnm M-d~

J. Patrick Wright, " A Clear Day You Can See General Motors

And Articles To Be Assigned

Recommended: Alfred Chandler, Jr. The Visible Hand

Week 1:
Jan. 21 - Introduction To American Business History

Jan. 23 - The European Background: Companies and Colonies
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 1-36.

Week 2:

Jan. 28 -~ Colonial Business: North and South

Jan. 30 - Mercantilism and the American Revolu ion
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 37-54.

Week 3:

Feb. 4 - The Constitution and the Beginning of a National Economy

Feb. 6 - Neutrality, War, and the American System of Manufactures
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 55-59; Livesay, pp. 1-50.

Week 4:

Feb. 11 - Early Industrialization

Feb. 13 - The Infrastructure: Financial Intermediaries and Transportation
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 60-72, 92-111, 217-223.

Week 5:
Feb. 18 - Northern and Southern Agriculture
Feb. 20 - American Businessmen and the Civil War
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 74-91; Livesay, pp. 5 4.

Week 6:
Feb. 25 - The First Big Business: The Railroad
Feb. 27 - Robber Barons or Industrial Statesmen?
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 112-130, 150-166, 317-329;
Livesay, pp. 87-125.
Week 7:

Mar. &4 - First Merger Wave: New Methods of Combination
Mar. 6 - Response To Industrialization: Labor and Government
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 168-183, 198-210, 223-240,
253-259, 269-276; Livesay, pp. 126-158.
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Week 8:
Mar. 11 - Response Part II: Government and Progressives
Mar. 13 - EXAM

NO READINGS

Week 9:
Mar. 25 - Business and Government Partnership: World War I
Mar. 27 - The 20's: Automobiles and the Second Merger Wave
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 131-149, 184-193, 210-215, 285-290;
Livesay, pp. 159-211.

Week 10:
Apr. 1 - The Stock Market Crash and the Origins of the Great Depression
Apr. 3 - Business and the New Deal
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 227-233, 276-283;
Livesay, pp. 213-239.

Week 11:
Apr. 8 - W¢ Ld War II and the Mixed Economy
Apr. 10 - A Giant Among Nations
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 290-300

Week 12:
Apr. 15 - Multinationals
Apr. 17 - The Cong odmerate: The Third Merger Wave
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 301-316; Livesay, pp. 241-266.

Week 13:
Apr. 22 - Organization Man
Apr. 24 - Management and Labor
Read: Bryant and Dethloff, pp. 336-354, 259-267;
Livesay, pp. 269-294.

Week 14:

Apr. 29 - Where's the Competition?

May 1 - The Failure of American Business?
Read: Wright, Entire

Week 15:
May 6 - American Business Under the Reagan Administration
May 8 - Review





