
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
Semester I, 1988-89 

Integrated Liberal Studies 207: 
History of Western Culture, Part I 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Mr. Clover 

This course concerns the development of Early Western 
Civilization from the beginning of Western Eurasia's Iron Age 
(1000 B.C.) until the fall of Constantinople (A.D. 1453). 
Because this span of time is extensive, events generated on the 
shores and the immediate hinterlands of the Mediterranean Sea 
will receive special attention. 

LECTURES 

Three lectures each week, and a fourth hour for small-group 
discussion of current readings and lectures. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS: THE STANDARD OPTION 

Students will write a sixth-week examination, an eleventh
week examination OR a short eleventh-week paper (suggested 
maximum length: 10 to 15 pages), and a final examination. A 
detailed description of the nature and format of each examina
tion will be circulated at least two weeks prior to the 
scheduled examination times. Students who wish to write an 
eleventh-week paper instead of an eleventh-week examination must 
choose a topic by Friday of the sixth week of the term. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS: AN ALTERNATIVE--A 
COLLOQUIUM ON THE AGE OF CAESAR AUGUSTUS 

Students who wish to complete the course without following 
the usual cycle of examinations may participate in a colloquium 
on the age of Caesar Augustus (the first Roman Emperor, 30 B.C. 
to A.D. 14). The colloquium will meet during the weekly small
group discussion hour. Participants will present reports on the 
age of Caesar Augustus, and then write a final termpaper in two 
drafts. The first draft will be due on Friday of the ninth week 
of the term. The instructor will return this draft with 
suggestions and criticisms, and participants will then hand in a 
final draft (suggested maximum length: 10 to 20 pages) by the 
scheduled time of the final examination. Participants will 
select termpaper topics by Friday of the third week of the term. 
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GRADING SYSTEM 

Standard option: 6th-week exam 30 %, 11th week exam or 
paper 30 %, final exam 35 % of final grade. 

Colloquium: participation in colloquium 30 %, first draft 
30 %, final draft of termpaper 35 % of final grade. 

READINGS 

# INTEGRATED LIBERAL STUDIES 207: SPECIAL HANDOUTS. 

*% W. H. McNeill, THE RISE OF THE WEST. University of Chicago 
Press/Phoenix Paperback 385. 

*% Homer, ODYSSEY. Tr. E.V. Rieu. Penguin Paperback. 

*% Virgil, AENEID. Tr. W.F. Knight. Penguin Paperback. 

*% THE NEW TESTAMENT OF THE NEW JERUSALEM BIBLE. Ed. H. 
Wansbrough. Doubleday Image Paperback. 

*% Dante Alighieri, THE INFERNO. Tr. John Ciardi. Mentor 
Paperback ME 1957. New American Library. 

% HAMMOND WORLD ATLAS/GEMINI EDITION. Hammond Paperback. 

* required purchase available at the bookstores 
% available on three-hour reserve in H.C. White no. 1191 
# required purchase available at Econoprint, 341 State 

Street 
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COURSE SCHEDUL'I, WEEKS I-V 

I-II 

Topic 

Introduction: the Kedi terranean 
Basin, Yesterday and Today 

. 
II-V The BBerqence ot •••tern CUlture 

Bequirld Beading 

f IN'l'EGRATED LIBERAL 
STUDIES: SPECIAL 
HANDOUTS--Introduction 
to the Mediterranean 
(consult table of 
contents tor pagination) 

(a) Prelude (the First Millennium B.C.) 

(1) Urban civilization comes 
to the Mediterranean 
ahoreline: the Phoenicians; 
the eJNlrqance of HebrAw 
aonotheisa 

*t$ W. H. McNeill, THE RISE 
OF THE WEST, pp. 110-166 

(2) the Greek alternative: 
the world of Homer; the 
Greeks after Homer 

Avorage weekly reading: about 100 pages. 

The aixth-veek examination will be 
baaGd on the readingm and lectures 
noted above. A detailed description 
of the natura and format of the · 
exaoination will bo circulated at 
least two weeks before the examination. 

.. 

(1) •t$ W.H. McNeill, THE RISE 
OF THE WEST, pp. 167-
170, 188-217~ 232-245; 

(2) •t$ Homer, ODYSSEY, entire; 
(3) •t$ W.H. McNeill, THE RISE 

OF THE WEST, pp. 249-
294 

t available at Econoprint, 
341 State Street 

• available at the bookstores 
' on 3-hr. reserve, H.C. 

White no. 1191 
$ non-circulating in the 

History Library, 4257 
Humanities Bldq., open 
weekdays 8:30-11:30 a~m., 
1:30-3:30 p.a • 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE MEDITERRANEAN: MAP ASSIGNMENT 

Take time to learn the locations of the places listed below. If you 
wish, keep track of the unfamiliar places by noting them on an outline map 
of the Mediterranean lands; such outline maps are available on the first 
floor of the University Book Store. For your convenience, copies of the 
HAMMOND WORLD ATLAS/GEMINI EDITION are available on reserve in H.C. White 
Hall, room 1191, and in the History Library, 4257 Humanities Bldg. (open 
weekdays 8:30-11:30 a.m., 1:30-3:30 p.m.). Pagination in the HAMMOND ATLAS/ 
GEMINI EDITION is cited in the list below, in parentheses. 

GERMANY (pp. 22-24) 

Rhine River 

NETHERLANDS, BELGIUM AND LUXEMBOURG 
( pp. 25-27) 

Rhine River 
North Sea 

FRANCE (pp. 28-30) 

English Channel 
Bay of Biscay 
Gulf of Lions 
Rhone River 
Pyrenees Mts. 
Provence 

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL (pp. 31-33) 

Pyrenees Mts. 
Meseta 
Ebro River 
Guadalquivir River 
Gulf of Cadiz 
Gulf of Valencia 
Balearic Islands 
Costa Brava 
Strait of Gibraltar 

ITALY (pp. 34-36) 

Alps Mts. 
Po River 
Gulf of Genoa 
Gulf of Venice 
Apennine Mts. 
Adriatic Sea 
Tyrrhenian Sea 
Ionian Sea 
Corsica 
Sardinia 
Sicily 
Malta 
Gulf of Taranto 
Strait of Messina 

SWITZERLAND AND LIECHTENSTEIN 
(pp. 37-39) 

Alps Mts. 
Rhone River 
Lake Geneva 

AUSTRIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA AND 
HUNGARY (pp. 40-42) 

Danube River 
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BALKAN STATES (pp . 43-45) 

Dinaric Alps 
Pindus Mts. 
Danube River 
Ionian Sea 
Aegean Sea 
Macedonia 
Peloponnese 
Cyclades Islands 
Crete 
Rhodes 
Gulf of Corinth 

TURKEY, SYRIA, LEBANON AND 
CYPRUS (pp. 61-63) 

Dardanelles 
Sea of Marmara 
Black Sea 
Bosporus 
Plateau of Anatolia 
Taurus Mts. 
Gulf of Antalya 
Gulf of Alexandretta 
Cyprus 
Lebanon Mts. 
Orontes River 
Euphrates River 

ISRAEL AND JORDAN (pp. 64-65) 

Sea of Galilee 
Jordan River 
Dead Sea 
Negev Desert 
Syrian Desert 

IRAN AND IRAQ (pp. 66-67) 

Euphrates River 
Tigris River 
Persian Gulf 

Page Two 

WESTERN AFRICA (pp. 106-109) 

Strait of Gibraltar 
Gulf of Tunis 
Cape Bon 
Gulf of Gab~s 
Atlas Mts. 

NORTHEASTERN AFRICA (pp. 110-112) 

Gulf of Sidra 
Libyan Desert 
Sahara Desert 
Nile River 
Sinai Peninsula 
Red Sea 
Gulf of Aden 
Indian Ocean 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Mr. Clover 

This course concerns the development of Early Western 
Civilization from the beginning of Western Eurasia's Iron Age 
(1000 B.C.) until the fall of Constantinople (A.D. 1453). 
Because this span of time is extensive, events generated on the 
shores and the immediate hinterlands of the Mediterranean Sea 
will receive special attention. 

LECTURES 

Three lectures each week, and a fourth hour for small-group 
discussion of current readings and lectures. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS: THE STANDARD OPTION 

Students will write a sixth-week examination, an eleventh
week examination OR a short eleventh-week paper (suggested 
maximum length: 10 to 15 pages), and a final examination. A 
detailed description of the nature and format of each examina
tion will be circulated at least two weeks prior to the 
scheduled examination times. students who wish to write an 
eleventh-week paper instead of an eleventh-week examination must 
choose a topic by Friday of the sixth week of the term. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS: AN ALTERNATIVE--A 
COLLOQUIUM ON THE AGE OF CAESAR AUGUSTUS 

Students who wish to complete the course without following 
the usual cycle of examinations may participate in a colloquium 
on the age of Caesar Augustus (the first Roman Emperor, 30 B.C. 
to A.D. 14). The colloquium will meet during the weekly small
group discussion hour. Participants will present reports on the 
age of Caesar Augustus, and then write a final termpaper in two 
drafts. The first draft will be due on Friday of the ninth week 
of the term. The instructor will return this draft with 
suggestions and criticisms, and participants will then hand in a 
final draft (suggested maximum length: 10 to 20 pages) by the 
scheduled time of the final examination. Participants will 
select termpaper topics by Friday of the third week of the term. 
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GRADING SYSTEM 

Standard option: 6th-week exam 30 %, 11th week exam or 
paper 30 %, final exam 35 % of final grade. 

Colloquium: participation in colloquium 30 %, first draft 
30 %, final draft of termpaper 35 % of final grade. 

READINGS 

# INTEGRATED LIBERAL STUDIES 207: SPECIAL HANDOUTS. 

*% W. H. McNeill, THE RISE OF THE WEST . University of Chicago 
Press/Phoenix Paperback 385. 

*% Homer, ODYSSEY. Tr. E.V. Rieu. Penguin Paperback. 

*% Virgil, AENEID. Tr. W.F. Knight. Penguin Paperback. 

*% THE NEW TESTAMENT OF THE NEW JERUSALEM BIBLE. Ed. H. 
Wansbrough. Doubleday Image Paperback. 

*% Dante Alighieri, THE INFERNO. Tr. John Ciardi. Mentor 
Paperback ME 1957. New American Library. 

% HAMMOND WORLD ATLAS/GEMINI EDITION. Hammond Paperback. 

* required purchase available at the bookstores 
% available on three-hour reserve in H.C. White no. 1191 
# required purchase available at Econoprint, 341 State 

Street 
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!-II 

I!-V 

Introduction: the Hedi terran:3an 
~sin, Ye0tur~~y and Tod~y 

Tho Emsrqenc~ of w~~tern CUltur~ 

~qyired Reading 

~ Il~GRATZD LIBE.'I:U\L 
STUDIES: SPECIAL 
HANDOUTS--Introduction 
to ~~e Heditarranean 
(consult ~ble of 
contents for pagination) 

{a) Preludo (the First Miller~i~ B. C.) 

(l) Urban civilization comes 
to the Mediterranean 
mhoraline: the Phoenicians; 
tha ~rqcmca of Hebr~~ 
monoth6';1iSlli 

*%$ W. H. McNeill, THE RISE 
OF THE WEST, pp. 110-!66 

(2) th~ Greek altQ.-nativ5: 
th~ 'b""Orld of Homer: th~ 
GrQeks nft~r Homer 

Avfirag~ w~kly readir.9: ~out 100 pag~~. 

Th~ ~i~~-~~~k e~amination will be 
~~ on the reading~ and l~ctur~3 
notad &Dove. A detail~ d8scription 
of th@ nature and to~t of ~~e 
examination will be circulated ~t 
l6aB't t'«o wee~ baton~ the Gxamination. 

(l) ~~$ W.H. MCNeill, THE RISE 
OF THE WEST, pp. 167-
170, 1~2-217! 23~-245; 

(2) •~$ Homer, ODYSSEY, entire; 
(3) *~$ W.H. McNeill, THE RISE 

OF THE WEST, pp. 2~9-

294 

t availabl~ ~t Econoprint, 
3~1 St&te Street 

~ available at the bookstores 
% on 3-hr. reserve, H.C. 

White no. 1191 
$ non-circulating in the 

History Library, 4257 
H~~anitieg Bldg.~ open 
w~ekdays ~~30-11:30 a~m., 

l::W-3:30 paltl• 
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COURSE SCHEDULE, WEEKS I-V 

I-II 

I I-V 

Topic 

Introduction: the Mediterranean 
Basin, Yesterday and Today 

The Emergence of Western Culture 

Required Reading 

# INTEGRATED LIBERAL 
STUDIES: SPECIAL 
HANDOUTS--Introduction 
to the Mediterranean 
(consult table of 
contents for pagination) 

(a) Prelude (the First Millennium B.C.) 

(1) Urban civilization comes 
to the Mediterranean 
shoreline: the Phoenicians; 
the emergence of Hebrew 
monotheism 

*%$ W. H. McNeill, THE RISE 
OF THE WEST, pp. 110-166 

(2) the Greek alternative: 
the world of Homer; the 
Greeks after Homer 

Average weekly reading: about 100 pages. 

The sixth-week examination will be 
based on the readings and lectures 
noted above. A detailed description 
of the nature and format of the 
examination will be circulated at 
least two weeks before the examination. 

(1) *%$ W.H. McNeill, THE RISE 
OF THE WEST, pp. 167-
170, 188-217 I 232-245; 

(2) *%$ Homer, ODYSSEY, entire; 
(3) *%$ W.H. McNeill, THE RISE 

OF THE WEST, pp. 249-
294 

# available at Econoprint, 
341 State Street 

* available at the bookstores 
% on 3-hr. reserve, H.C. 

White no. 1191 
$ non-circulating in the 

History Library, 4257 
Humanities Bldg., open 
weekdays 8:30-11:30 a.m., 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 




