Spring 1593
History 201: Special Tepics in American History: History of the
Civil Rights Movement
Plummer

Scope and purpose., This course will familiarize students with
the events and issues of the civil rights movement, and intro-
duce them to literature that accounts for the movement’s ascen-
dancy and its influence on American life. It will treat the
historical context in which the civil rights movement emerged,
including industrialization and demographic change, agricul-
tural mechanization in the South, the rise of the liberal coali-
tion, and the consequences of World War II and the Cecld War for
race relations. It will examine the origins of civil rights
litigation and the key events and issues of the critical 1954-
1964 decade. The development of black radicalism will be ex-
plored, as well as civil rights in the urban North, federal
policies, and the impact of a changing global commmnity.

Evaluation. It is expected that students who enroll in the
course are genulnely interested in the subject matter. Regular
attendance, adequate preparation, and participaticn in class
discussion are essential to the success of the course. &all stu-
dents will be evaluated on the basis of the guality of written
assignments {including exams), attendance, and participation.
Midterm. The midterm will be an in-class essay exam on
March 4, 1993, The midterm is worth 25% of the total grade.
Paper. 2n essay of 6-8 pages is due on the day of the fi-
nal exam. This is worth 35% of the total grade. Students can
draw their topic from a list that will be distributed later, or
they can write cn subjects of their own choice provided these
are pertinent to civil rights history. Guidelines for preparing
the paper will be distributed separately. If you wish, you may
hand in an outline or rough draft at any time after the midterm.
Students are not required to do this, but may f£ind it helpful.
Final. The final is a take-home essay examination dis-
tributed on the last day of class {May 6} and due on the day and
time of the scheduled final. Because the university insists
that final grades be turned in on time, no allowances can be
made for lateness. The final exam is worth 25% of the grade.
Attendance. An attendance sheet will be circulated and
signed at each class session. Attendance is worth 15% of the
grade.
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COURSE SCHEDULE
Reading assignments are due for the next class meeting.
WEEE 1: THE BACKCROWMID OF PROTEST, 1

an. 1% - Introduction to the course.
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Jan. 21 - Jim Crow's recessional.
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THE BACKCRZMID OF DRCTEST, 2
Urbanization and industrializsvion.
cading: Zyss on_tha Frize, ch. 3.
n. Z8 - Agricultural change in the South.
gading: Robinson, Forewsrd, Preface, Frologue, chs. 1 and 2.
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RACE RELATIONS AND TEE IATIOHNAL SCENE, 1545-1954
The soclal sciences interpret race.

Beadipg: Robinscn, chs. 2 and 4.

Feb. 4 The legacy of World War II.

Re=ding: Robinson, che. G oand C.

WEE¥X 4: CIVIL RIGHTS LITICATICH

Feb., % From Flessy to Brown.

Beading: Robinscn, chs. 7, 8, and %.

reb, 11 From Brown o Dakke.

Zeading: MLK, c¢hs. i, 2, azd 3.

i
Beadipg: MLK, chs. 4, 5, and G.
Feb. i8 Liberals without portfolioc.
eading: MLK, chs. 7 and 8.

WEEK &: CHRISTIAN, NON-CHRISTIAN, AND SECUVAR SCURCES OF BLACK
Feb. 23 - Thez black church and protest.

Reading: Eyes on the Prize, chs. 4 and 5.

Feb. 25 - The philcscphy of nonviclent civil dischedience.

Reading: Eves on the Prize, chs. 6, 7, and 8.
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SURGENCY

WEEK 7: WHITE SOUTHERN RESISTANCE
ite Southern resistance.

b

WEZK 8: CLASS AND LEADERSHIP

Mar. 16 The black bourgecisie and the civil rights movemsnt.
Reading: Carson, Introduction, chs. 1 and

Mar. 18 The fracturing of class issuss.

Ezading: Carscn, chs. 3 and 4.
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WEEEK 9: CIVIL RIGHTS AID ECONCMIC JUSTICE
23 PocTr pecple and Just desserts,



Reading: Carson, cohs. 5 oand €.
¥ar 2% Emergence of the welfare rights issue.
psading: Carson, chs. 7 and 8.

WEEK 10: CENDER ISSUES IMN THE CIVIL RIGHTSE MCOVEMEN
¥ar. 20 - Afrco-American women and empowsrmant.
i rson, <¢hs. 9 and 10.
Apr. i- Feminism and civil rights.
Eeading: Carscn, chs. 1l and 1z.

Apr. 13 - Sguttiern roots of the Black Bower movament.
meadiag: Carscn, ci. 17 through epiloaus.

Apr. 15 lorchern roots of the Plack POWSTD novement.
Esading: Malcolm X, Preface; sscticons 1 and 2 of Parc I

WEEEK 13: HADTCALISM 11 BLACK AND WHITE
Apr. 22 - The Sclma aftermath.
im X, section 3 of Faro I.
il rights and the “Kew Left.”
im X, sections 4 and 5 of Fart I.

WEEK 14: CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE URBAN HCRTH
Apr. 27 - EBCLC's Chicago campaign and conssguences.
Readisg: Malcelm X, section 5 of Part I.

ApTr. 2% - Urbkan unrest and ethnic politics.

Reading: Malcolm X, Harvard Law School Forum, Mar. 24,

WEEK 15: THEE FEDERAL PCLICY FRONTIER
May 4 - Affirmative action.

E—

eading: Malcolm X, Leverstt House Forum, Mar. 18, 1964.
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4ay 6 - How far will you go?
eading: Malcolm X, Harvard Law School Forum, Dec. 16,
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History 201: History of the Civil Rights Movement
Paper Guidelines

The critical essay has a minimum of six pages. The topic may be broad, but it requires thoughtf..
consideration rather than intensive empirical investigation. Aside from assigned readings, class
discussions, and professorial comments, no additional research is required to write the essay. |
you choose 10 do research on the topic on your own, this will probabily help you. Critical analys. ;
ands thoughtful interpretation of the topic, however, is highly valued.

Formal; The topical essay should be typed, double-spaced. Since illegibility slows down
grading process and causes delays for everyone, untyped papers will be penalized. Lateness w- ||
also cause a paper to lose points. Get an early start on planning and writing. Feel free to consu 11~
the instructor during office hours or by appointment for additional suggestions on how to procees/.

Margins should be no wider than one and a quarter inches, and pages should be full.
Speiiing, punctuation, and grammar should be correct, i. e., proofread, throughout. Get into the
habit of consulting one of the numerous style manuais, such as Strunk and White, Elements of
Style, or a dictionary for problems of usage, spelling, punctuation, etc. There are a lot of cheap
perback guides avaitable for advice on formatting papers. One of the most widely used is Kate
Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.

If you want to directly quote someone in your text, use quotation marks and indicate the sow e
of the quotation in a footnote. i might be easier for you to put all the footnotes on a separate paj &
Any words or ideas not your own should be clearly identified as borrowed.

Feel free to discuss your topic with others in the class. More than one person may write on hy
same one. Be open t0 new points of view, but let the final product be your own.

Essays will be evaluated on their pertinence, originality, logical organization, and accuracy .

SAMPLE ESSAY TOPiCS

1. Why have social scientists spent so much time studying class structure of impoverished group~,”
How are racial ideologies and social policy involved in the debate?

2. Why did the Great Society reforms fail to end poverty and injustice in America? What are somg_
examples of current thinking on this question? What are your own views?

3. Certain events in civil rights movement history, such as the Montgomery bus boycott, Selma
march, and Chicago campaign, have been seen as pivotal in shaping the future direction of the
movement. How would you periodize the movement? in what ways does your scheme differ from
that of others?

4. What were the political implications of reduced respectability for nonenvironmentalist theories
behavior and personality in the post-1945 period?



