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HISTORY 115: MEDISVAL l."'U~OP"S, 410-1500 

Mr. &.=trk~r 

Lecture ~ch~iul ~: ~~~ing , 1985 
1111 Humanit i es: 11:00-11:50 tt .m., H\'i"F 

Int r oduction; The Background of Anti~uity: From Polis to Empire. 
Th~ Imperial Cri ses and the Reforms of Diocletian. 
~~~ Origins of Chris tianity. 

The Bar 'oari an Mi grations . 

3erm•nic Kingcoms of the West and the Zrnpire's SurTiYal in the East. 
The Age of Justinian. 
Isl~m and the Arab Conquests. 

Islam as a Rel i gion and as a Civilization. 
The Byzantine Empire. 
Byzanti~e Civilization. 

FIRST EXAMINATION (On the mat erial of Lectures 1, 3-13) 
The Franks, Charlemagne, and the Carolingian Empire. 
Early Lat.in Christian Culture: Liter•ture and Liturgy. 

The Northmen: Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, and Normans. 
The Slavs and Eastern Europe. 
Manorialism and the Peasantry. 

Feudalism and the Aristocraey. 
The GermaA (Holy Roman) :Empire. 
The Papacy. 

"far. 11 22. The Investiture Controversy 
Mar. 13 - 23. The Crusades. 
Har. 15 - 24. The Hohenstaufen Ys. the Papacyo 

SPRING RECESS (March 16 throush 24) 

Mar. 25 - 25. Commerce and the Flourishing of Towns. 
l-lar. 27 - 26. Scholasticism and the Rise of Univ~rsities. 
Mar. ~9 - 27. Medieval Vernacular Literature. 

Apr. 1 - 28. Medieval Poetry and Song. 
Apr. 3 29o The Medieval Cultural Synthesis in the Arts and Music: naothic" Sight & Sound. 
Apr. 5 - GOOD FRIDAY (No classes) 

Apr. 8 - 30o New ~stern Invaders: Mongols and Turks. 
Apr. 10 - SECOND EXAMINATION (On the material of Lectures 14-30). 
Apr. 12 - 31. Hedieval Politie~l Thought. 

Apr. 15 - 32. The Rise of Feudal Monarchies. 
Apr. 17 - (To be announced) 
Xpr. 19 - 33. The Feudal Monarchies vs. the Papacy. 

Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 

Apr. 
Hay 
~lay 

22 
24 -
26 

29 -
1 -
3 -

34. 
35. 
38 . 

36. 
37. 

The Feudal Monarc~ies Ts . Each Other. 
The Col lapse of t he t t?~edieve.l Synthesisn. 
L3. t e Hedi eval Social Change . 

Tne Church in Transition: Schism, Conciliarism, and the Renaissance Papacy. 
The Holy Roman Empire and Italy in the Late Niddle Ages. 
(To be announced) 

.. Ry 6 - 39Q The Rise of Hu,wni~m. 
!·:ay 3 - 4o. 1'he LL ... d.le .;,ties and th~ Pr-oblem of t!~e 11 ~ena.iosancen . 
Hay :::.0 - Concludin;; Remarks. 

}~aJ 17 FI NAL EXAMINATI ON (On the rr:c.teri al of the entire cou::.•.::;e , ~;ut stressi:1.g Lectures 
31-40): Fr idc:.y rt.fter noon , l.Jay 17, at 12:25 p. m., in a ~·oom to be announc ed . 
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A detail;:cl Syllabus pre;>ared for this co'lrse is to be purchased by all students. It is availa­
ble only at the American Publishin~ Company's outlet at the Omnipress shop, corner of Johnson 
and Bassett Streets. This Syllabus includes a list of the text materials required for pu~­
cha se, full details on readinG assi~~ents (both required and a dditional), and extended 01 

lines and r e:erence matter for each indiTidual lecture. 

All students will be assigned to discussitn sections, representing the course's fourth hour, 
during the first week of the sem~ster. Any student not assigned to, and attendi~g, one of 
these discu3sion sections is not in the course. Students taking the course !or three credits 
are responsible for attending all class hour s, reading all assignments, and taking all exami­
nations. Students taking the course !or ~ credits, in addition to fulfilling the three­
credit obligations jUGt indicated, must write a term paper. Three-credit students, howeTer, 
also haTe an option of writing a pap;r-as a substitute fur the Second Examination. Tarm pa­
pers are to be serious writing projects (in length, between 10 and 40 pages, as appropriate 
to the subject and approach), in either of two possible formats: presentation of a research 
topic, on the bas is of wide and well-founded reading, or an extended discussion of a coherent 
b:r'ouping of books to ce read on some viable theme. All choices, in either format, must be 
ap~roved by the inst~uctor, and are to be \vritten in accoriance with standardized practices, 
including footnotes (or notes at the end) and bibliography. (The Modern Language Association 
[MLA] Styl3sheet is recommended for guideli~es and oodels.) All papers, whether for the fourth 
credit or as the exam substitution, are due on or by Hay 8; papers submitted late, \dthout ex­
press and justified approTal, are subject to reduction of grade. Students taking the course 
for ITonors credit will meet with the instructor to arrange some sort of program o! extra 
readings and discussion. 

The instructor's o~!ice is 4119 Humanities; office hours, 10:00-10:50 MiiF, or by appointmento 
The Teaching Assistant's office and hours will be announced. 


