
HISTORY 115: MEDIEVAL EUROPE, 410-1500 

Mr. Barker 

Lecture Schedule: Fall, 1986 
1111 Humanities: 9:55-10:45 a.m. W.VF 

Sept. 3 -
Sept. 5 -

1. Introduction; the Background of Antiquity: From Polis to Empire 
3. The Imperial Crises and the Reforms of Diocletian 

Sept. 8 -
Sept. 10 -
Sept. 12 -

4. The Origins of Christianity 
5. The Triumph of Christianity and Early Doctrinal Controversy 
6. The New Christian Culture and the Rise of Monasticism 

Sept. 15 -
Sept. 17 -
Sept. 19 -

7. The Barbarian Migrations 
8. Germanic Kingdoms of the West and the Empire's Survival in the East 
9. The Age of Justinian 

Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

Sept. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Oct. 
Oct. 

22 - 10. 
24 - 11. 
26 - 12. 

29 - 13. 
1 -
3 14. 

6 - 16. 
8 - 17. 

Oct. 10 -

Islam and the Arab Conquests 
Islam as a Religion and as a Civilisation 
The Byzantine Empire 

Byzantine Civilization 
FIRST EXAMINATION (on the materials of Lectures 1, 3-13) 
The Franks, Charlemagne, and the Carolingian Dnpire • 

The Northmen: Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, and Normans 
The Slavs and Eastern Europe 
To be announced 

Oct. 13 - 18. Manorialism and the Peasantry 
Oct. 15 - 19. Feudalism and the Aristocracy 
Oct. 17 - 20. The German (Holy Roman) Empire 

Oct. 20 - 21. The Papacy 
Oct. 22 - 22. The Investiture Controversy 
Oct. 24 - 23. The Crusades 

Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 

Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 

Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 

27 - 24. 
29 - 25. 
31 - 26. 

3 - 27. 
5 - 28. 
7 - 29. 

10 -
12-
14 -

The Hohenstaufen vs. the Papacy 
Commerce and the Flourishing of Towns 
Scholasticism and the Rise of Universities 

Medieval Vernacular Literature 
Medieval Poetry and Song 
The Medieval Cultural Synthesis in the Arts and Music 

(Tentative:) Women in Medieval Society 
S:EI;OND EXAMINATION (On the materials of Lectures 14-29) 
To be announced 

Nov. 17 - 30. New Eastern Invaders: Mongols and Turks 
Nov. 19 - 31. Medieval Political Thought 
Nov. 21 - 32. The Rise of Feudal Monarchies 

Nov. 24 - 33. The Feudal Monarchies vs. the Papacy 
Nov. 26 - 35. The Feudal ~~narchies vs. ~ch Other 
THANKSGIVING RECESS [Nov. 27-30] 

Dec. 1 - 38. Late Medieval Social Change • 
Dec. 3 - 36. The Church in Transition: Schism, Conciliarism, and the Renaissance Papacy 
Dec. 5 - 37. The Holy Roman Empire and Italy in the Late Middle Ages 

Dec. 8 - 39. 
Dec. 10 - 4o. 
Dec. 12-

Dec. 18 -

The Rise of Humanism 
The r·1iddle Ages and the Problem of the ''llenaissance" 
Concluding Remarks 

FINAL EXAMINATION (On the materials of the entire course, but stressing Lec­
tures 30-4o): THURSDAY afternoon, Dec. 18, at 2:45p.m., in a room to be 
announced (NOT the regular classroom!) 

• Lectures 15 and 34 will be given as optional presentations at special times, to be 
announced. 



HISTORY ll5 1-'r. Barker Lecture f.chedule, Fall Semester 1986 

A detailed f>yllabua prepared for this course is to be purchased by all etudents. It i~ 
aTailable only at the American Publishing Companj's outlet at the Omnipress shop, corner of 
Johnson and Bassett Streets. This Syllabus includes a list of the text Paterials required for 
purchase, full details on readin~ assignments (both required and additional), and extended out­
lines and reference matter for each indiTidual lecture. 

All etudents will be aasiJn~d to discuesion sections, representini the course's fourth 
hour, durin' the first week of the eeoester. Any student not ~~si&ned to, and attending, one 
of these discus~ion sections is not in the course. Students tald~g the course for three cr~­
dits a~e respo~~ible for attending all class hours, reading all assignments, and taking all 
examinations. St'.ldents takin~ the course for four credits, ir. a(\diticn to fulfil::.L>tg the 
ttree-c~edit obligations j~t indicated, must ;Tite a term paner. nlree-credit students, how­
eTer, also ha7e an option of writing a pa?er as a substitute for the Second examination. Term 
~apers are to be serious writin~ projects (in length, between 10 and 4o paGes, as ap~ropriate 
to the subject and approach), in either of two possible fo~ats: pres~ntation of a research 
topic, on the basis of wide and tofell-fo~mded rearing, or an extended discussion of a coherent 
groupin~ of books to be read on so!le riable theme. All choices, in either for:::at, ~ust be 
appro·.·ed by t!le instructor, and are to be written in accordance with standardized practices, 
including footnotes (or notes at the end) and bibliography. (The ~odern Lan~a ~~e Association 
[!~~] Stylesheet is recommendea for suidelines and ~odels.) All ~pers, •Nhether for the ~ourth 
credit or as the exam substitution, are due on or by December 9 (claas ti~e). Papers submitted 
late, without express and justified approTEtl, are subject to reduction in grade. Stude!lts 
ta~ng the c~urse for Honor~ cref~t will meet with the ir.structcr to arran~e come sort of pro­
?am of ext~a readings and discussion. 

The instructor's office is 4119 :1U!3anities; offi~e hours, 10:00-10:50 W,'f'F, or b;:r appoint­
~ent. The Teaching Assistants' office and hours will be a~r.ounced. 


