University of Wisconsin-Madison
Department of History
Spring 2011-2012
Florence Bernault bernault@wisc.edu
4131 Humanities / phone 263-5424
Off. Hours: Tuesday 3:10-3:50 pm
Thursday 5:20 pm- 5:50 pm, and by appointment

African Art From the Primitive to the Global:

Collections, Tourism, and Museums
Thursdays 1:20 pm - 3:20 pm,
Humanities-George Mosse 5245

The seminar will introduce students to the forergtuation of African artifacts as ethnographic
objects and “primitive” or “tribal art.” We willravel to museums, collections, galleries and
fairs, looking at the politics of collecting andhiiting from the 18 century to the present. In
contemporary Africa, we will examine art throughotangles, first through the production of
tourist art, and second through the work of conteragy African artists (“fine art”) and popular
painting for middle-class consumption.

For the first 8 weeks, students will do book lengthdings and start researching for their final
paper. The remaining weeks will be devoted toaredeng and writing. Students will write a
draft of their research essay and give an oralgmtesion on it in class on week 15.

Requirements

Participation in class discussions: 20%

Paper 1 on Live Exhibits (6 page), due 02/16 isxld0%

Report on African Section in Chazen (6 page) duB3/@8 , instructor’'s mailbox: 10%
Paper 2 on Tourist and Fine Art (6 page) due iesc@B/15: 10%

Final Essay (15-20 page): 50%

Readings

We will read several articles and/or book lengtidsts every week, so be prepared for intensive
reading. | collected essays in a reading packatable for purchase at the Humanities Copy
Center, room 1651. Articles not included in packitbe handed out in class ahead of time.
The following books are required. They are avadatt the University Book Store, and on
reserve at the College Library.

Bernth Lindfors, ed Africans on StageBloomington, 1999.
Christopher SteineAfrican Art in Transit Chicago, 1994.



Kathleen Bickford Berzock and Christina ClarRepresenting Africa in American Art
Museums2011.

Weekly Sessions

1. Thursday January 26— Introduction

Kwame Anthony Appiah, “The Arts of AfricaNew York Review of Bogkk997, 1-13

available on:
<www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/1997/apr/24ahis-of-africa/?pagination=false>
James Clifford, “Museums as Contact Zones Routes1997, 188-219

2. Thursday February 2 -- The Politics of Collectiig, and Creating the Primitive

Sally Price Primitive Art in Civilized Placesl989, 1-36
James Clifford, “On Collecting Art and Culture,”dafHistories of the Tribal and the
Modern,” inPredicament of Culturel988, 189-251

3. Thursday February 9 -- British Museums and Imperalism

Annie Coombes, “The Spectacle of Empire I,” The@pee of Empire Il,” “National
Unity and Racial and Ethnic Identities: The Framrdish Exhibition of 1908,” in
Reinventing Africal994, 63- 108, 187- 216

4. Thursday February 16 -- Freak Shows: Ota Bengd&ygmy in the Bronx Zoo (c. 1883-

1916)
***Five-Page Paper on Live Exhibits due in class**

Bernth Lindfors, ed Africans on Stage: Studies in Ethnological Showirgss all book.

On Ota Benga:

Rachel Adams, “Freaks of Culture,” $ideshow U.S.A.: Freaks and the American
Cultural Imagination 2001, 25-59

Parezo Nancy and Don Fowler, “Anthropology Villages Anthropology Goes to the
Fair, 2007, 194-233



5. Thursday February 23 -- Exhibiting African Art i n the US

Kathleen Bickford Berzock and Christina Clarkepresenting Africa in American Art
Museums: A Century of Collecting and Displa@11

6. Thursday March 1% -- Tourist Art in Africa

Sidney Littlefield Kasfir, “Samburu Souvenirs,” tnpacking Culturesedited by Ruth
B. Phillips and Christopher B. Steiner, 1999, 67-83
Christopher SteineAfrican Art in Transit all book

7. Thursday March 8 — Visit to the Chazen. No classeeting

Plan a visit to the Chazen Museum, African Sectidse Bickford Berzock and Clarke,
Representing Africa Arh American Museunfer guidance and comparison. You can
also plan a meeting with a curator. Write a cait@ppraisal of the Chazen exhibit on
Africa.

***Fjve Page Report on Africa Section in Chazen Musum due on 03/08 before 5:00 pm
(instructor’'s mailbox)***

8. Thursday March 15 -- Contemporary African Artists

***Five Page Paper on Tourist Art and “Fine Art” in  Contemporary Africa due in
class***

Susan Vogel, “Art of the Here and Now,”Africa Explores 1991, 114-129

Bogumil Jewsiewicki, “Urban Painting in Zaire. Fndhe Invention of the West to the
Invention of the Self,” in S. Vogehfrica Explores 1991, 130-151

Elsbeth Court, “Africa on Display,” i€ontemporary Cultures of Displagdited by
Emma Barker, 1999, 147-173]

9. Thursday March 21 -- Working on Research Project

*** Summary of Research Project and Bibliography due ***



10. Thursday March 28 -- Research Workshop

Students meet individually with Prof. Bernauldiscuss their research project.

11-14. Working on Research Paper

**Pyt a completed draft of your essay in instructa’s mailbox on ***
15. Thursday April 26—Students’ Oral Presentationson Research
16. Thursday May 3% — Finalizing your Research Essay

***FINAL RESEARCH ESSAY DUE rx
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Other Readings

[Note that African Art books are located in the Art Library, call numbers N 7380 to N
7399]

“Authenticity in African Art.” 1976. African Arts special issue.

Ames, Michael M. 1986Museums, the Public, and Anthropology: A StudyhéAnthropology
of AnthropologyVancouver: University of British Columbia Press.

Ames, Michael M. 1992Cannibal Tours and Glass Boxes: The Anthropologylaseums
Vancouver : UBC Press.

Appadurai, Arhun. ed. 1986 he Social Life of Things: Commaodities in CultupParspective
Cambridge : Cambridge University Press.

Blanchard, Pascal et al. 2008uman Zoos. Science and Spectacle in the Age oh@ol
Empires Liverpool: Liverpool University Press.

Barthes, Roland. 1979. “African Grammar, Tihe Eiffel Tower, and Other Mythologjé¢éew
York : Hill and Wang.

Conklin, Alice. 2002. “Civil Society, Science,cBEmpire in Late Republican France: The
Foundation of Paris’ Museum of MarQ'siris 17 (July).

Conklin, Alice. 2007. “Skulls on Display: ScieintiRacism in Paris’ Museum of Man, 1920-
1950,” in Daniel Sherman, edduseums and DifferencBloomington: Indiana
University Press.

Dias, Nelia. 19911 e Musée d’ethnographie du Trocadéro, 1878-190& m@pologie et
muséologie en Franc®aris : Editions du CNRS.

Douglas, Mary “If the Dogon,Cahiers d’études africaine4967, 28, 659-672.

Drewal, Henry, ed. 2008Sacred Waters: Arts for Mami Wata and Other Diwastin Africa
and the DiasporaBloomington : Indiana University Press.

Geertz, Clifford. 1973 [2000]The Interpretation of Cultures: Selected Ess&ew York:
Basic Books.

Graburn, Nelson. 197€@thnic and Tourist Ag: Cultural Expressions From the Fourth Warld
Berkeley: University of California Press.

Haraway, Donna. “Teddy Bear Patriarchy: Taxidermthie Garden of Eden, New York City,
1908-1936,” inThe Donna Haraway Readdrondon: Routledge.

Jules-Rosette, Benetta. 198Phe Message of Tourist Art

Karp, Ivan and Levine, Steven. 19%xhibiting Cultures: The Poetics and Politics of $¢um
Display, Washington, Smithsonian Institution Press.

Karp, Ivan. 2006 Museum Frictions: Public Cultures/Global Transfortieaass Durham: Duke
University Press.

Kasfir, Sidney Littlefield. 2000Contemporary African ArLondon: Thames and Hudson.

Kasfir, Sidney Littlefield. 2007 African Art and the Colonial Encounter: Inventing=obal
Commaodity Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Lebovics, Herman. 1999ona Lisa’s Escort: André Malraux and the Reinventof French
Culture Ithaca, N.Y. : Cornell University Press.

Leiris, Michel and Delange, Jacqueline. 1968rican Art London: Thames and Hudson.

Pratt, Mary Louise. 1992mperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturatiadew York :
Routledge.



Rubin, William, ed. 1984 Primitivism” in Twentieth century Art: Affinity ofhe Tribal and the
Modern 2 vols., New York : Museum of Modern Art.
Said, Edward. 19780Orientalism New York : Pantheon Books.

Saisselin, Rémy. 1984'he Bourgeois and the Bibelot.
Stocking, George W., ed. 1988bjects and Other&ssays on Museums and Material Culture

Madison: University of Wisconsin Press.
Vansina, Jan. 1984Art History in Africa : An Introduction to Methodlondon ; New York :

Longman.



