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Educational Background: 
Degree  Institution  Major  Date
A.B.   Fordham College  History  June 1964 
M.A.  Harvard University  History  June 1965 
Ph.D.  Harvard University  History  March 1971 
 
Title of Dissertation:  "The Land and the People of Nineteenth-Century Cork:  The Rural 
Economy and the Land Question."  Dissertation Directors:  H. J. Hanham and David S. 
Landes. 
 
Areas of Specialization:  Modern Britain and Ireland; Economic and Social History of 
Modern Europe; Modern European Revolutionary Movements; Peasant Studies. 
 
Teaching Experience: 
Position   Institution     Dates
Professor   University of Wisconsin, Madison  1980-Present 
Associate Professor  University of Wisconsin, Madison  1975-80 
Assistant Professor  University of Wisconsin, Madison  1973-75 
Visiting Assistant Professor University of Wisconsin, Madison  1972-73 
Assistant Professor  University of Tennessee, Chattanooga 1969-72 
Lecturer    Boston College    1966-67 
Visiting Lecturer  Carysfort College of Education,  

Blackrock, Co. Dublin   Jan.-June 1976 
 
Publications: 
 
Books: 
 
Landlord and Tenant in Nineteenth-Century Ireland (Insights into Irish History Series).  
Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 1973. 
 
The Land and the People of Nineteenth-Century Cork: The Rural Economy and the Land 
Question (Studies in Irish History Series). London and Boston: Routledge and Kegan 
Paul, 1975. Awarded the Herbert Baxter Adams Prize of the American Historical 
Association. Published in paperback in 1985. 
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[Co-editor with Samuel Clark], Irish Peasants: Violence and Political Unrest, 1780-1914 
(Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1983; Manchester: Manchester University 
Press, 1983). Published in paperback by Gill and Macmillan in Dublin in 1987. 
Republished in paperback by the University of Wisconsin Press in Madison in 2003.  
 
[Co-editor with Kerby A. Miller], Irish Popular Culture, 1650-1850 (Dublin and Portland, 
Oregon: Irish Academic Press, 1998). Published in paperback in 1999. 
 
The Great Irish Potato Famine (Stroud, Gloucestershire: Sutton Publishing Ltd., 2001). 
Chosen as an alternate selection by the History Book Club. Published in paperback in 
2002. 
 
[Editor-in-Chief], Encyclopedia of Irish History and Culture (2 vols. [1084 pages], Detroit, 
New York, London, and Munich: Macmillan Reference USA/ Thomson Gale, 2004). 
 
 
Articles and Essays: 
 
"Cork Market: Its Role in the Nineteenth-Century Irish Butter Trade," Studia Hibernica, 
no. 11 (1971), pp. 130-63. 
 
"County Cork: Two Research Experiences.  2.  The Nineteenth Century," Irish Archives 
Bulletin, ii, no. 1 (May 1972), pp. 61-66. 
 
"The Journals of Sir John Benn-Walsh Relating to the Management of His Irish Estates, 
1823-64 [Part 1]," Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeological Society, lxxx, no. 
230 (July-December 1974), pp. 86-123. 
 
"The Journals of Sir John Benn-Walsh Relating to the Management of His Irish Estates, 
1823-64 [Part 2]," Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeological Society, lxxxi, no. 
231 (January-June 1975), pp. 15-42. 
 
"The Irish Agricultural Depression of 1859-64," Irish Economic and Social History, iii 
(1976), pp. 33-54. 
 
"The Rightboys and Agrarian Violence in the Late Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth 
Centuries," Proceedings of the Ninety-First Annual Meeting of the American Historical 
Association, December 1976. 
 
"The Rightboy Movement, 1785-8," Studia Hibernica, nos. 17-18 (1977-78), pp. 120-202. 
 
"The Whiteboy Movement, 1761-5," Irish Historical Studies, xxi, no. 81 (March 1978), pp. 
20-54. 
 
"Propagating the Cause of the United Irishmen," Studies: An Irish Quarterly Review, lxix, 
no. 273 (Spring 1980), pp. 5-23. 
 
"Hearts of Oak, Hearts of Steel," Studia Hibernica, no. 21 (1981), pp. 7-73. 
 
"Pastorini and Captain Rock: Millenarianism and Sectarianism in the Rockite Movement 
of 1821-4" in Samuel Clark and James S. Donnelly, Jr. (eds.), Irish Peasants: Violence 
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and Political Unrest, 1780-1914 (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1983), pp. 
102-39. 
 
"A Contemporary Account of the Rightboy Movement: The John Barter Bennett 
Manuscript," Journal of the Cork Historical and Archaeologial Society, lxxxviii, no. 247 
(Jan.-Dec. 1983), pp. 1-50. 
 
"Irish Agrarian Rebellion: The Whiteboys of 1769-76," Proceedings of the Royal Irish 
Academy, lxxxiii, sec. C, no. 12 (Dec. 1983), pp. 293-331. 
 
"Republicanism and Reaction in the 1790s," Irish Economic and Social History, xi 
(1984), pp. 94-100. 
 
"The Social Composition of Agrarian Rebellions in Early Nineteenth-Century Ireland: The 
Case of the Carders and Caravats, 1813-16" in Patrick J. Corish, ed., Radicals, Rebels, 
and Establishments (Historical Studies XV), (Belfast: Appletree Press, 1985), pp. 151-
69. 
 
"Factions in Prefamine Ireland" in Audrey Eyler and Robert Garratt, eds., The Uses of 
the Past: Essays on Irish Culture  (Newark: University of Delaware Press, 1988), pp. 
113-30. 
 
"The Kenmare Estates during the Nineteenth Century: Part I," in Journal of the Kerry 
Archaeological and Historical Society, no. 21 (1988), pp. 5-41. 
 
"The Kenmare Estates during the Nineteenth Century: Part II--The Land War," in Journal 
of the Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society, no. 22 (1989), pp. 61-98. 
 
"The Kenmare Estates during the Nineteenth Century: Part III--The National League and 
Plan of Campaign," in Journal of the Kerry Archaeological and Historical Society, no. 23 
(1990), pp. 5-45. 
 
"The Land Question in Nationalist Politics" in Thomas E. Hachey and Lawrence J. 
McCaffrey, eds., Perspectives on Irish Nationalism (Lexington: University Press of 
Kentucky, 1989), pp. 79-98. 
 
"The Great Famine, 1845-51," 7 consecutive chapters in W. E. Vaughan, ed., A New 
History of Ireland, Vol. V, Part 1, Ireland under the Union, 1801-70 (Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1989), pp. 272-371. 
 
"The Marian Shrine of Knock: The First Decade," in Eire-Ireland, xxviii, no. 2 (Summer 
1993), pp. 55-99.  Awarded the 1994 Four Masters Prize by the Irish American Cultural 
Institute for the Best Article in Eire-Ireland during 1993. 
 
"The Great Famine and Its Interpreters, Old and New," in History Ireland, i, no. 3 
(Autumn 1993), pp. 27-33. 
 
"Mass Eviction and the Great Famine: The Clearances Revisited," in Cathal Poirteir 
(ed.), The Great Irish Famine (Cork and Dublin: RTE/Mercier Press, 1995), pp. 155-73. 
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"Lough Derg: The Making of the Modern Pilgrimage," in William Nolan, Liam Ronayne, 
and Mairead Dunlevy (eds.), Donegal: History and Society (Dublin: Geography 
Publications, 1995), pp. 491-508. 
 
"Irish Property Must Pay for Irish Poverty: British Public Opinion and the Great Irish 
Famine," in Chris Morash and Richard Hayes (eds.), 'Fearful Realities': New 
Perspectives on the Famine (Dublin: Irish Academic Press, 1996), pp. 60-76. 
 
“The Construction of the Memory of the Famine in Ireland and the Irish Diaspora, 1850-
1900,” in Eire-Ireland, xxxi, nos. 1-2 (Spring/Summer 1996), pp. 26-61. 
 
“The Great Famine and Its Interpreters, Old and New,” in Tom Hayden (ed.), Irish 
Hunger: Personal Reflections on the Legacy of the Famine (Boulder, Colorado: Roberts 
Rinehart, and Dublin: Wolfhound Press, 1997), pp. 117-33. 
 
“The Peak of Marianism in Ireland, 1930-60,” in Stewart J. Brown and David W. Miller 
(eds.), Piety and Power in Ireland, 1760-1960: Essays in Honour of Emmet Larkin 
(Belfast: Institute of Irish Studies, and Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 
2000), pp. 252-83. 
 
"A Church in Crisis: The Irish Catholic Church Today," in History Ireland, viii, no. 3 
(Autumn 2000), pp. 12-17. 
 
"Sectarianism in 1798 and in Catholic Nationalist Memory," in Laurence M. Geary (ed.), 
Rebellion and Remembrance in Modern Ireland (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2001), pp. 
15-37. Printed at Christmas 2000. 
 
“La Tormentata Chiesa Cattolica Irlandese Contemporanea [The Troubled 
Contemporary Irish Catholic Church],” in Luciano Vaccaro (ed.), Storia Religiosa 
dell’Irlanda (Milan: ITL-Centro Ambrosiano, 2001), pp. 471-502.  
 
“The Troubled Contemporary Irish Catholic Church,” in Daire Keogh and Brendan 
Bradshaw (eds.), Christianity in Ireland: Revisiting the Story (Blackrock, Co. Dublin: 
Columba Press, 2002), pp. 271-86. 
 
“The Revival of Knock Shrine,” in Tom Devine and Laurence M. Geary (eds.), History 
and the Public Sphere: Essays in Honour of John A. Murphy (Cork: Cork University 
Press, 2005), pp. 186-200. 
 
“Opposing the ‘Modern World’: The Cult of the Virgin Mary in Ireland, 1965-85,” in Eire-
Ireland, xl, nos. 1-2 (Spring/Summer 2005), pp. 183-245. 
 
“Captain Rock: Ideology and Organization in the Irish Agrarian Rebellion of 1821-24,” in 
Eire-Ireland, xlii, nos. 3-4 (Fall/Winter 2007), pp. 60-103. 
 
“Captain Rock: The Origins of the Irish Agrarian Rebellion of 1821-24,” in New Hibernia 
Review, xi, no. 4 (Winter 2007), pp. 47-72.  
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Forthcoming Publications: 
 
Captain Rock : The Irish Agrarian Rebellion of 1821-24  (book manuscript submitted to 
the University of Wisconsin Press). Typescript of about 170,000 words. 
 
The Cult of the Virgin Mary and the Evolution of Modern Irish Catholicism (book 
manuscript in preparation and ready for the press in the spring of 2009). 
  
Irish Agrarian Rebellion, 1760-90 (Dublin: Irish Academic Press, Fall 2009).  
  
Academic Honors, Awards, and Special Fellowships 
 
A.B. Cum Laude, 1964 
Phi Beta Kappa, 1964 
University of Wisconsin Distinguished Teaching Award, 1975 
Herbert Baxter Adams Prize, American Historical Association, 1975 
Member, School of Historical Studies, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N.J., 

1980-81 
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship, 1980-81 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars Fellowship, Spring 1983 
Institute of Irish Studies Senior Fellowship, Queen's University of Belfast, 1984-85  
 (declined) 
Vilas Associate, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1986-87 
Four Masters Award in 1994 for Best Article Published in Eire-Ireland in 1993 
Institute of Irish Studies Senior Fellowship, Queen’s University of Belfast, 1998-99 
Hilldale Award in the Arts and Humanities Division, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
 2004-05 (Career Achievement Award) 
Visiting Member, Centre for Irish Studies, National University of Ireland-Galway,  
 Jan. 2006-Jan. 2007 
Faculty of Arts Fellowship, National University of Ireland-Galway, Fall 2006 
Teaching Excellence Award, Madison Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, Spring 2007 
 
Other Fellowships and Grants: 
 
American-Irish Foundation Fellowship, 1967-68 
University of Wisconsin Graduate School Fellowship, 1972-73 
American Council of Learned Societies Grants-in-aid, Summer 1974, Summer 1976,  
 Summer 1978, Summer 1979, Summer 1989 
University of Wisconsin Graduate School Grants-in-aid, Summer 1974, Summer 1975,  
 Summer 1977, Summer 1979, Summer 1980, Summer 1982, Summer 1983,  
 Summer 1984, Summer 1988, Summer 1990, Summer 1993 
National Endowment for the Humanities Stipend, Summer 1976 
Institute for Research in the Humanities (U.W.-Madison) Fellowship, Fall 1978 
American Philosophical Society, Grants-in-aid, Summer 1988, Summer 1990 
Sabbatical Leave, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Semester I, 1987-88; Semesters I  
 and II, 1998-99, and Semester II, 2005-06 
 
Administrative and Other Positions, University of Wisconsin-Madison: 
 
Chair, History Department, 1995-98 
Chair, Faculty Council, 1995-98 
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Chair, Budget Committee, 1995-98 
Member, Faculty Council, 2003-05 
Member, University Committee, 1992-95 
Co-Chair, University Committee, 1994-95 
Member, Board of Directors, PROFS, 1992-95 
Member, Committee on Faculty Rights and Responsibilities, 2004-05 
Chair, Committee on Faculty Rights and Responsibilities, 2004-05 
President, United Faculty, 1975-76, 1977-78, 1984-85 
Co-President, Wisconsin University Union, 1985-86 
President, Wisconsin University Union, 1986-87 
Treasurer, Wisconsin University Union, 1988-89, 1989-94 
Senator, District 60 (History), University Senate, 1975-78, 1979-80, 1984-90, 1996-98,  
 2004--07 
Member, Commission on Faculty Governance, 1992-94 
Member, Executive Committee, Teaching Academy, 1993-95 
Director, Wisconsin-Michigan Summer School Program in Trinity College, Dublin, 1994,  
 1997, 2004 
Chair, European Caucus Curriculum Committee, 1976-77 
Chair, History Workshop, 1976-77, 1984-85 
Chair, Search Committees, Tudor-Stuart History, 1976-77, 1987-88 
Member, Planning Committee, History Department, 1977-78, 1979-80, 1985-86,      

1989-91 
Member, Executive Committee, Humanities Division, 1979-80, 1981-82 
Director of Graduate Studies, History Department, 1979-80, 1986-87 
Member, TA Evaluation Committee, 1981-82 
Chair, TA Evaluation Committee, 1985-86 
Warwick Exchange Program Advisor, 1984-85, 1986-87, 1988-94 
Member, Logmark Series Committee, History Department, 1984-85 
Member, Committee on Teaching Assistant Policies and Procedures, History   
 Department, 1984-85, 1988-89 (Semester I) 
Member, Faculty Commission on Compensation and Economic Benefits, 1985-88,  
 Vice-Chair, 1987-88 
Chair, Undergraduate Teaching Awards Committee, History Department, 1988-89 
Chair, Faculty Teaching Award Committee, History Department, 1988-89 
Chair, Review Committee for Assistant Professor Suzanne Desan, 1988-89 
Member, Tenure and Promotion Committee for Assistant Professor Johann   
 Sommerville, 1988-89 
Chair, Promotion Committee for Associate Professor Johann Sommerville, 1992-93 
Chair, Tenure and Promotion Committee for Assistant Professor Alison Frank 
Member, Afro-American Studies Search Committee, 1988-89 
Chair, European Group, 1989-91, 2001-03 
Member, Faculty-Graduate Student Liaison Committee, 1989-91 
Member, Letters and Science Scholarships Committee, 1989-92 
Member, Board of Directors, Harvey Goldberg Center for the Study of Contemporary  
 History, 1989-94 
Member, Memorial Library Committee, 1990-93 
Member, Assistant Professors Review Committee, 1990-91, 2003-05 
Member, Faculty Council, History Department, 1991-93, 2003-06 
Chair, East Central European Search Committee, 1991-92 
Member, Undergraduate Council, 1999-2001, 2002-04 
Member, TA Liaison Committee, 1999-2001 
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Member, South Asia Search Committee, 1999-2000 
Member, Austro-Hungarian Empire (Hapsburg) Search Committee, 2000-01 
Director, Celtic Studies Program, 2004-05, Fall 2005 
Member, Executive Committee, Celtic Studies Program, 2004-Present 
Member, Search and Screen Committee for Director of the Office of Administrative Legal 
Services, Fall 2007  
 
 
 
 
Memberships in Professional Bodies: 
 
American Historical Association, American Conference for Irish Studies, North American 
Conference on British Studies, Economic and Social History Society of Ireland, Irish 
Historical Society, Canadian Association for Irish Studies, British Association for Irish 
Studies 
 
Official Positions in Professional Bodies: 
 
Co-Editor, Eire-Ireland, 2001-Present 
Senior Consulting Editor, Eire-Ireland, 1996-2001 
Member, Board of Directors, Irish American Cultural Institute, 1996-Present 
Member, Board of Advisors, Journal of British Studies, 1996-2001 
Editor-in-Chief, Macmillan Reference Encyclopedia of Irish History and Culture
President, Midwest Committee for Irish Studies, 1981-84 
Member, Executive Committee, American Conference for Irish Studies, 1981-93 
Treasurer, American Conference for Irish Studies, 1985-87 
Vice-President, American Conference for Irish Studies, 1987-89 
President, American Conference for Irish Studies, 1989-91 
Past President and International Representative, American Conference for Irish   
 Studies, 1991-93 
Co-Editor, Irish Literary Supplement, 1987-88 
Member, Area Committee for the United Kingdom and Ireland, Council for International 
 Exchange of Scholars (Fulbright Commission), 1989-92 
Member, Editorial Board for the journal Rural History (published by Cambridge   
 University Press), 1989-94 
Chairman, Program Committee for ACIS National Conference in Madison, April 10-13,  
 1991 
Member, Program Committee, Midwest Conference on British Studies, 1990-91 
Coordinator (with Johann Sommerville), Annual Meeting of Midwest Conference on  
 British Studies, Madison, October 18-19, 1991 
Member, Irish Famine Curriculum Committee, New York State Board of Education 
Member, Advisory Committee, Proposed Museum of Irish America in Washington,     
 D.C. 
 
 
References: 
 
Professor Nicholas Canny, Dept. of History, National University of Ireland-Galway,  
 Galway, Ireland 
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Professor Mary E. Daly, Dean of Arts, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4,  
 Ireland 
Professor Liam Kennedy, Dept. of Modern History, Queen’s University of Belfast,  
 Belfast, Northern Ireland BT7 1NN 
Emeritus Professor David S. Landes, Dept. of Economics, Harvard University,   
 Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 
Professor David W. Miller, Dept. of History, Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh,  
 Pennsylvania 15213 
Professor Kerby A. Miller, Dept. of History, University of Missouri-Columbia, Columbia,  
 Missouri 65201 


